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Quarter At-A-Glance

September 2022

A Living Faith

This study focuses on faith. The first unit uses passages from Hebrews to move participants
toward a definition of faith, while the second and third units continue the study of faith through the
lens of the Early Church.

UNIT 1 « What Is Faith?
These lessons engage learners in responsive obedience to God’s love that is revealed in Jesus. This
response is an act of faith.

UNIT 2 « Who Understands Faith?

The first two lessons focus on Stephen’s message and martyrdom. The third lesson explores the
repercussions for those who treat faith as a commodity. The fourth lesson looks at the faith that
guides both Philip the evangelist and the Ethiopian seeker to examine the Scriptures together.

UNIT 3 « What Does Faith Cost?

This unit is a four-lesson study of Paul’s faith and ministry. The first lesson examines Paul’s
speech before King Agrippa. The second lesson goes with Paul aboard the ship to Rome. The final
two lessons focus on Paul’s ongoing ministry even though he is a prisoner.
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Faith Calls for Perseverance

Bible Background - HEBREWS 10:19-31
Printed Text - HEBREWS 10:19-31 | Devotional Reading - ROMANS 5:1-5

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW Jesus’ sacrificial death opens the way to the
presence of God; FEEL the importance of holding on to faith in Jesus; and SHARE our
faith with others.

In Focus

Anthony and Angie dated for one year and had been friends for eight. One Saturday,
Anthony met with Mr. Williams, Angie’s father. Anthony said to him,

“May I have your permission to ask Angie to marry me? I love and respect your
daughter and I want to make her my partner for life. She is my blessing from God. I
can't imagine life without her”

Mr. Williams thought for a moment then smiled. “You have my permission, Anthony;’
he said. “Let’s pray for your lives together”

One evening as Anthony and Angie walked through the park, Anthony knelt on one
knee and proposed. Angie was speechless. As tears ran down her cheeks, she said,

“I have made too many mistakes in my life. You can’t truly love me, because I have not
forgiven myself. I don’t deserve a life with you. I love you, but I can’t marry you!”

As Angie started to leave, Anthony said, “We all make mistakes, but God forgives us
when we sincerely come to Him.”

Through faith in Christ, our sins are forgiven and we have a new life. In today’s lesson, we
can develop a personal relationship with Jesus by faith and enter into the presence of God.

Keep in Mind

“Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering;”

(Hebrews 10:23, KJV)
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Focal Verses

K]V Hebrews 10:19 Having therefore,
brethren, boldness to enter into the

holiest by the blood of Jesus,

20 By a new and living way, which he hath
consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to
say, his flesh;

21 And having an high priest over the house
of God;

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure water.

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;)

24 And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works:

25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching.

The People, Places, and Times

Holy of Holies. It was located in the innermost
sanctuary of the temple. Separated from the other
parts of the temple by a thick curtain, the Holy of
Holies was specially associated with the presence
of Yahweh, God. In the early years of the existence
of the temple, the Holy of Holies contained the
Ark of the Covenant, which represented God’s
presence with the people of Israel.

High Priest. He was the one in charge of the
temple worship. It was a hereditary position
based upon descent from Aaron. Normally, the
high priest served for life. Only the high priest
could enter the Holy of Holies and only on the
Day of Atonement.

Hebrews. Because there are references to
religious sacrifices and ceremonies, the book
of Hebrews was probably written before the

26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have
received the knowledge of the truth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

27 But a certain fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries.

28 He that despised Moses’ law died without
mercy under two or three witnesses:

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose
ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith
he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath
done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith
the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his
people.

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.

destruction of the temple in Jerusalem in A.D.
70. The name of the author is not given, but
the person is a “brother” of Timothy (Hebrews
13:23). The setting for the book is a period
when Jewish Christians underwent severe
persecution from the Romans and Jews, both
socially and physically. It’s clear that the author
was knowledgeable of the Old Testament
because there are direct quotations from it as he
argues the superiority of Jesus Christ and faith.

Background

Sacrifices were practiced from the earliest of
times in the Old Testament. Sacrifices from the
produce of the land and firstborn of the flock
were offered by Cain and Abel; Noah built an
altar and offered sacrifices after he left the ark.
The Mosaic sacrifices were prior to Christ’s
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ultimate sacrifice on the Cross. Animals were
imperfect sacrifices that could not completely
purify and atone for the sins of the people. If
they could, they would have ceased. The annual
sacrifice on the Day of Atonement was a visible
reminder of the sins of humanity.

The writer expressed the importance and
superiority of Christ’s priesthood and the New
Covenant to the Levitical priesthood and the
Mosaic covenant. The Levitical high priest
could only enter the Holy of Holies, which was
the most holy place (inner sanctuary of the
temple) one day a year, the Day of Atonement,
the 10th day of the seventh month of the Jewish
calendar (September-October). On the Day of
Atonement, the high priest made reconciling
sacrifices for the sins of the entire nation. The
images that the writer revealed about the Day
of Atonement emphasize the superiority of the
priesthood of Christ.

In Chapter 9 of Hebrews, the writer
explained that the diatheke—the Greek word
for agreement, covenant, or arrangement—was
placed into effect when Christ died (Hebrews
9:11-12, 24-28). The new covenant, which was
initiated when Christ died, frees believers from
the bondage of the first covenant. God took
away the Levitical sacrificial system, which was
the first arrangement, when He established the
perfect sacrifice—Jesus Christ.

At-A-Glance

1. The Priesthood of Christ Is Superior
(Hebrews 10:19-21)
2. The Priesthood of Christ and Our
Profession of Faith (vv. 22-25)

3. The Priesthood of Christ and
Knowledge of the Truth (vv. 26-27)
4. The Priesthood of Christ and How
God Will Judge His People (vv. 28-31)

In Depth

1. The Priesthood of Christ Is Superior
(Hebrews 10:19-21)

In chapters 5 through 10 of the book of
Hebrews, the writer has explained that the
priesthood of Christ is superior to the Levitical
priesthood, which was made at Mount Sinai.
The Levitical priesthood could not bring the
people to perfection. There was no permanent
reconciliation between the people and God
through the temporary animal sacrifices. The
people needed the perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ,
who gave His life once to restore the people to a
relationship with God. The Levitical high priests
atoned for all sins of the people on the Day of
Atonement. Every year, the high priest entered
the Holy of Holies where he made a sacrifice for
the nation’s sins. A curtain prevented anyone
from seeing the inner sanctuary. When Jesus
died for the sins of humanity, the curtain was
torn open, permitting anyone to enter the
holiest of all—God’s presence. The high priest
was no longer required for believers to be
forgiven. By a “new and living way” (Hebrews
10:20), believers can go directly to God through
faith in Christ.

During biblical times, the high priest passed
through a veil to enter the inner sanctuary
where God’s presence existed. Because of
Christ’s sacrificial death on the Cross, believers
can now personally come before God. Christ
shed His blood to give humanity the ability to
come before God’s presence by faith. Our High
Priest is Jesus Christ, who experienced the pain,
temptations, and trials that we experience as
believers. By the righteousness of Christ, the
Superior Priest, we can approach God with
“boldness ... by the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews
10:19). Through the shed blood of Christ, we
can come before our Creator by faith. Have
you accepted Christ by faith and experienced
a relationship with God that is only available
through Christ, the Superior Priest?
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2. The Priesthood of Christ and Our
Profession of Faith (vv. 22-25)

Through Christ, we can freely enter into
the presence of God. Through faith in Christ’s
work on our behalf, we have “full assurance,” or
certainty, that our sins are forgiven. There is an
allusion to Christian baptism when the writer
refers to “our hearts sprinkled” and “bodies
washed with pure water” (Hebrews 10:22).
Because of the eternal efficacy of the blood of
Christ, our consciences are cleansed. When the
high priest entered the “holy place . . . He shall
put on the holy linen coat ... the linen breeches
... a linen girdle ... these are holy garments”
and he must be cleansed; therefore “shall he
wash his flesh in water” (Leviticus 16:3-4).
Likewise, the believer must be cleansed before
he or she can come before the Holy One. While
we are declared “not guilty” because of the
work of Christ, we need to cleanse ourselves
daily by turning away from sin and turning to
God to experience the fullness of relationship
with Him. We must give ourselves completely
to God and maintain a personal relationship
with Jesus.

The writer encourages believers to “hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering”
(Hebrews 10:23). God reveals His promises
and truths through His Word; thus, we must
embrace God’s Word and resist temptation
and opposition. His promises are our treasures
that we believe with a confident expectation.
The foundation of our faith, therefore, is
based upon the integrity and righteousness of
Christ. We have hope because “God is faithful”
(1 Corinthians 1:9). Although the Jewish
Christians were experiencing persecution,
the writer urges the believers to resist the
temptation to apostasy. He wants to reassure
the believers by calling them to remember, “He
(God) is faithful that promised”; God will do
what He has promised (Hebrews 10:23).

Bible Study Guide 1

The writer instructs the believers to
“consider”—which means to observe or
contemplate—each other (Hebrews 10:24).
Believers must provoke or stir up the qualities
of love and good works toward each other
(Hebrews 10:24). The writer knew believers
could have an impact on one another by loving
and doing good deeds for each other.

Because of the fear of persecution, some of
the believers had stopped attending worship
services; therefore, the writer encourages
believers to pull together to stir up loving and
active faith. The fellowship of believers is a
source of encouragement; it is an opportunity to
share faith and grow stronger. The writer urged
the believers to get involved in encouraging or
“exhorting one another” with the truth (Hebrews
10:25). The fellowship of believers promotes
accountability; it is the opportunity to worship
and pray with others. As you fellowship with the
body of believers, encourage someone today!

3. The Priesthood of Christ and Knowledge
of the Truth (vv. 26-27)

The writer of Hebrews reminds believers that
if they “sin willfully” they deliberately reject
Christ (Hebrews 10:26). It is a conscious rejection
of God after receiving the truth and the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. The writer does not refer to an
occasional act of sin. God sent Jesus to die for
our sins; “If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Believers
should not willfully rebel against God’s provisions
after receiving and fully understanding the
“knowledge of the truth,” which is Christ’s offer
of salvation (Hebrews 10:26).

The consequences of rejecting God are
“judgment and fiery indignation, which shall
devour the adversaries,” and there is no hope
of forgiveness (Hebrews 10:27). Thus, those
who reject Christ and disobey God are His
adversaries. There is one certain judgment,
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death and destruction, for obstinate apostates.
The apostates will experience the wrath of God
because there is no other help for sinners who
reject their only remedy—salvation through
accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

4. The Priesthood of Christ and How God
Will Judge His People (vv. 28-31)

The Old Testament refers to the sin of idolatry
that requires “two witnesses, or three witnesses
... (to) be put to death” (Deuteronomy 17:6).
The judgment for idolatry was death by stoning,
but there is a worse punishment for someone
who rejects the word of Christ. If someone
considers the “blood of the covenant ... an
unholy thing,” the person grieves the “Spirit
of grace,” the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 10:29). The
person that rejects the Spirit of God will receive
a punishment greater than a physical death.

Judgment belongs to God for “the LORD
shall judge his people” (Deuteronomy 32:36).
There is no other sacrifice for sin except
Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross. If someone
rejects God’s mercy, he or she will receive
God’s judgment. The writer of Hebrews states,
“It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of
the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). The apostate
will experience an eternal punishment from
God’s hands. Believers, who have received the
mercy of God through Christ, are saved and
have nothing to fear.

Search the Scriptures

1. What is the “Holy of Holies” (Hebrews
10:19)?

2. What is the “new and living way” that
Jesus has prepared for believers to come into
the presence of God (Hebrews 10:20)?

3. Explain the difference between a “willful
sin” and an “occasional sin” (Refer to the
“knowledge of the truth” and the effects of
deliberately rejecting “the truth” that are
discussed in Hebrews 10:26.)

Discuss the Meaning

1. How can we draw near and remain in the
presence of God each day? How can we truly
experience God’s presence?

2. When we accept Christ, He responds,
“henceforth, I call you not servants ... I have
called you friends” (John 15:15). What should
be our response to Christ as believers? Does
your relationship with Christ reveal that He is
your friend?

Liberating Lesson

Faith is effective when we depend on God and
rest in what Christ has done on the Cross. The
writer of Hebrews urged believers to recognize
the superiority of our faith and live in obedience
to God each day. Through Christ, we have an
eternal reward and significant privileges that we
can experience through our new life in Christ.
Through Christ, we can experience God’s
presence and develop a relationship with Him.
We can grow in faith and experience a deeper
relationship with God when we trust and
believe without doubts and concerns that the
world presents. The world is temporary, but our
life with God is eternal. Each day we must trust
God and hold on to our faith and then share our
faith with others. When we share our love for
God, we can encourage others and introduce
them to a new life through Christ.

Application for Activation

The world focuses on tangible rewards,
promotions, and recognition with financial
bonuses. The world encourages the pursuit of
tangible endeavors and earthly wealth with
retirement plans focused on life in the world.
Retirement plans can be important, but as
Christians, our focus is greater. Because we have
accepted Christ by faith, we are friends of Christ
with a purpose to share our love for Christ
through faith. Consider local ministries that
allow you to share your faith in God. Volunteer
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your time to share your love for God with people
who do not know Him or share your faith and
encourage believers who are homebound
or sick. Help others to remain faithful and
experience the presence of God each day. Make
a daily affirmation to share your faith. Finally,
ask God for boldness to share your faith with
others. God will give you the opportunity and
bless your desire to be faithful.

Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:

Sources:
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Say It Correctly

Abihu. uh-BAHY-hyoo.
Nadab. NAY-dab.

Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY
A Great Faith
(Matthew 8:5-13)

TUESDAY
A Saving Faith
(Romans 10:8-17

WEDNESDAY
A Justifying Faith
(Galatians 2:15-21)

THURSDAY
An Examined Faith
(2 Corinthians 13:5-10)

FRIDAY
An Enduring Faith
(Romans 5:1-5)

SATURDAY
An Exemplary Faith
(1 Thessalonians 1:2-10)

SUNDAY
The Full Assurance of Faith
(Hebrews 10:19-31)
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Faith Is Assurance

Bible Background - HEBREWS 11:1-7; PSALM 46:1-11 | Printed Text - HEBREWS 11:1-3,
6; PSALM 46:1-3,8-11 | Devotional Reading « PSALM 27:1-6

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW the meaning of faith and its implication for
our lives; FEEL God’s constant presence; and DEVELOP a practice of relying on God for
positive change.

- s — In Focus —

The students knew today’s lecture was going to be about the terrorists’ attacks on
September 11, 2001, but they wondered why it was going to be discussed in their African
American Studies class.

Professor Williams started the class by asking the students what they thought of the
movie she assigned, “The World Trade Center.” Several students shared their critiques of
the movie. When she asked what was missing, the room was silent.

Then a student asked, “Were the Black people on the board behind you also directly
affected by the attacks?”

“Yes, Deshawn,” Professor Williams said. “Not only were the stories of African
Americans left out of the news coverage at that time but the real life account of Jason
Thomas, a former U.S. Marine who helped to rescue New York Port Authority police
officers from out of the rubble, was cast as a white man in the movie. It’s as if anyone
Black was scrubbed from this event.”

She told the students that over 260 African Americans died in New York; Washington
DC; and Shanksville, PA on that day.

Professor Williams continued, “These stories aren’t just important for their families,
and the nation at large, but for us as African Americans. Mr. Thomas had the faith and
commitment to do the work he was called to do, even though it could have cost him his life”

In today’s lesson, we learn that when we experience conflicts in life, we can trust God by
faith to see us through.

Keep in Mind

“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.”
(Hebrews 11:1, KJV)
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Focal Verses
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the

K] substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.

2 For by it the elders obtained a good report.

3 Through faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that
things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear.

11:6 But without faith it is impossible to
please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of
them that diligently seek him.

Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.

The People, Places, and Times

Sons of Korah. Psalms 42 through 49 were
written by the sons of Korah, who were temple
musicians and assistants. The Korahites were
among the chief Levitical families; they were
listed as “gatekeepers” Korah was a Levite
who led a rebellion against Moses. Although
Korah was killed, his family remained faithful
to God and continued to serve in His temple.
King David appointed men from the clan of
Korah to serve as choir leaders. Later, the choir
leaders continued to serve as temple musicians
for hundreds of years.

Psalms. The book of Psalms is a series of
five collections: Book 1 (Psalms 1-41), Book
IT (Psalms 42-72), Book III (Psalms 73-89),
Book IV (Psalms 90-106) and Book V (Psalms
107-150). Several authors wrote the collections,
and some are anonymous. David wrote at least
73 psalms, and Asaph, sons of Korah, Moses,
Solomon, Ethan, and Heman wrote others.
Psalms was written over a period of more than
1,000 years, which included the time of Moses

2 Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed, and though the mountains
be carried into the midst of the sea;

3 Though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the
swelling thereof. Selah.

46:8 Come, behold the works of the LORD,
what desolations he hath made in the earth.

9 He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the
earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear
in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire.

10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will
be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted
in the earth.

11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our refuge. Selah.

(around 1440 B.C.) to the time of captivity in
Babylon (around 586 B.C). The majority of the
books were written during Israel’s wilderness
experience and time in Israel, Judah, or
Babylon. The title “Psalms” was first used in
the Septuagint. The traditional Hebrew title is
tehillim, which means “praises” but most of the
psalms are tephillot, which means “prayers”

Background

The readers of the book of Hebrews knew
Scripture and professed faith in Christ. Because
of doubt, persecution, or false teaching, the
believers, who were Jewish Christians, considered
giving up Christianity and returning to Judaism.
The writer emphasized the superiority of faith
to encourage the Christians of the first century
to stand by faith.

Christians were demoralized and discouraged
because centuries of tradition were replaced
with spiritual freedom based upon faith in
Christ. As a result, the believers experienced
the wrath of the Jewish religious establishment
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because they believed in God’s greatest
promise—]Jesus Christ—the Messiah, who
fulfilled the prophecies of the Old Testament.
The writer wanted to prevent believers from
rejecting Christianity and returning to Judaism.

The writer explained the superiority of faith
by examples of people who demonstrated
greater faith. The heroes of faith were intended
to encourage the power of faith as the believers
adhered to their profession of true religion.
Through examples in biblical history, faith is
revealed through assurance in God’s future
promises with the implications that inspire
believers to persevere. Through the summary
of Jewish history, the heroes of faith challenge
believers to grow in faith and live in obedience
to God. Psalm 46, which was written by the sons
of Korah—who were temple assistants—was
a celebration of God’s deliverance. The psalm
may have been written when the Assyrian army
invaded the land and surrounded Jerusalem. As
the psalm speaks to ancient Israelites, it speaks
to believers today. We need not fear if we trust
God. Through faith we can give thanks for
God’s constant presence in our lives. Because
God is with us, we can be rescued. The writer
refers to a “river” (Psalm 46:4), which is the
tunnel that King Hezekiah built to guarantee a
continuous water supply for Jerusalem during
times of war. Like the tunnel, God’s presence is
constant for believers.

At-A-Glance

1. Faith Is Confidence and Certainty
(Hebrews 11:1-3)
2. Faith Is Necessary (v. 6)
3. Faith Is Trust in God as Our Refuge
(Psalm 46:1-3)
4. Faith Is Trust in God Whose Presence
Is Constant (vv. 8-11)

In Depth

1. Faith Is Confidence and Certainty
(Hebrews 11:1-3)

The writer of Hebrews begins chapter 11
with a description of faith as “the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). The reality of faith
is what is “hoped for” Our prayers and hopes
are based upon the promises of God. With a
firm persuasion and expectation, the writer
encouraged the believers to trust that God
will perform what He has promised through
Christ. We cannot see the future, nor do we
know what will happen tomorrow, but our
confidence is based upon the certainty of
God’s trustworthiness. To encourage struggling
believers to hold to the superiority of their faith
in Christ, the writer refers the believers to the
elders of the Old Testament (Hebrews 11:2).
The “elders” received a “good report,” which
was the evidence that they would receive the
promise of participating in God’s kingdom
when it arrives in its fullness. Their actions
revealed a genuine faith that will bring honor
to the ancient believers.

Many Jewish teachers believed the material
universe was created based on God’s invisible
pattern exemplified in His Word or wisdom. By
faith, we believe God created everything out of
nothing. Moses detailed the story of creation in
Genesis chapter 1; there was a majestic display
of power and purpose. With each creation,
God “saw that it was good” (Genesis 1:4, 10,
12, 18, 21). By faith, we believe God spoke and
created the entire universe. Our faith is based
upon who God is; our response should be a
confident and certain hope in God because
He is ever present. Do you have certain and
confident faith in God?

2. Faith Is Necessary (v. 6)
Faith reveals the reality of God. “It is
impossible to please God” without faith because

10
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faith is necessary to have an active relationship
with God; it is necessary to walk with God
(Hebrews 11:6, NLT). By faith, we believe
in God and trust with certainty the future
promises that He has revealed.

The heroes of faith believed and obeyed
regardless of the consequences. In the same way,
we can believe with a willing trust and please
God. Our steadfast confidence is based upon
who God is—the creator of the universe. God
will recognize and reward our faith because we
“diligently seek him” (Hebrews 11:6). By faith,
we realize our own insufficiency and depend on
God to work within us and through us. By faith
we have confidence in the continual promises
of God.

3. Faith Is Trust in God as Our Refuge
(Psalm 46:1-3)

The sons of Korah were temple assistants
who wrote Psalm 46. The psalmists recognized
God as their source of help; they realized
God’s complete power and ability to rescue
His children. As believers, we do not need to
fear because God’s presence is constant. God
is our refuge; therefore, we can flee to Him and
find security.

Life presents temporary destruction, doubts,
and uncertainty, but God’s presence is constant;
“therefore will not we fear” (Psalm 46:2). We
can appreciate God’s constant presence because
He is our mighty fortress. The earth swallowed
up Korah, but the psalmists did not fear. We
can be fearless with God as our present help,
too. God is not a temporary resource; instead,
God is our eternal refuge. The psalmists remind
believers, “Though the waters thereof roar and
be troubled, though the mountains shake,” God’s
power is complete and victory in Him is certain
(Psalm 46:3). We should not be troubled when
the earth is unstable because our confidence is
not found in the earth. Our confidence is based
upon God, our sound eternal footing.
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4. Faith Is Trust in God Whose Presence Is
Constant (vv. 8-11)

The psalmist urges the believers to “behold
the works of the LORD” (Psalm 46:8). Recognize
the presence of God and His ability to save His
children. He is the creator who cares for nature
and all living things. As believers, we can trust
in God’s strength and His constant presence.
Those who oppose God will experience
desolation and face His judgment. But believers
can stand in awe of God’s power.

The psalmist encourages believers to
respond with a generous heart. We can, as the
psalm states, “Be still, and know that I am God”
(Psalm 46:10). Even though war, destruction,
and famine are a part of the world, God is still
in charge. He is sovereign. Final victory belongs
to Him, and He will be exalted. Therefore, we
can rest assured and know with comfort that
He is Lord.

Search the Scriptures

1. How did the writer of Hebrews describe
faith (Hebrews 11:1)?

2. Who received a “good report” (Hebrews
11:2)?

3. Why is faith necessary to “understand that
the worlds were framed by the word of God”
(Hebrews 11:3)?

Discuss the Meaning

1. The writer explains that faith is required
to understand that God created the universe
where nothing existed. Genesis 1 details the
awesome creation of the universe that was
formed by God’s Word. Faith is the beginning
of our relationship with God. What qualities
of faith are necessary to continue to grow and
strengthen our relationship with God?

2. When Korah, Dathan, and Abiram led
250 princes against the priesthood of Aaron
and Moses’ general authority, God punished
the leaders by allowing their challengers to be
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swallowed up by the earth. A fire consumed
250 of them. The psalmists, the sons of Korah,
reiterate God’s presence and encourage readers
not to fear. How can we maintain a quiet
confidence in the midst of economic turmoil,
natural disasters, and continual wars?

Liberating Lesson

If we watch the news, listen to the radio or
interact with others on social media, we hear
about the current state of the world. The pandemic
has devastated communities in different ways.
Many people are homeless, unemployed, or on
the verge of both. Natural disasters occur, and the
number of fatalities grows. War and destruction
are continually reported by the news. Peace
seems impossible. While positive change seems
nonexistent, we must not lose hope. God is ever
present. If we trust God, we will be rescued, and
change will occur through God’s strength. We
can rely on God for positive change as we realize
our faith will be tested. How has your faith in
God become stronger or weaker in light of world
events, catastrophes, and unrest? How much
do you think the world dismisses the constant
help of God as a result of abundant negativity,
catastrophe, and unrest?

Application for Activation

To remain faithful with steadfast confidence
and certainty, we must keep our eyes on God
through continual prayer. We must remain
hopeful for positive change, as we believe that
God is in control. We can have faith in God’s
constant presence even today because we know
He is our refuge in times of trouble. Make a
commitment to regularly attend Bible study and
Sunday school to increase your awareness of
God’s power in troubling times. Join ministries
that actively build the community and
encourage people who are suffering or do not
know God. Allow God’s presence to be evident
through your actions and words.
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Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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MONDAY

The Trusting Child
(Mark 10:13-16)

Say It Correctly
Abel. AY-buhl.
Cain. KAYN.

TUESDAY
The Trust of the Weak
(2 Chronicles 14:2-12)

WEDNESDAY
The Prayer of Trust
(Psalm 3)

THURSDAY
The Security of Trust
(Psalm 4)

FRIDAY
The Confidence of Trust
(Psalm 27:1-6)

SATURDAY
The Patience of Trust
(Psalm 27:7-14)

SUNDAY
The Certain Refuge
(Hebrews 11:1-3, 6; Psalm 46:1-3, 8-11)

Notes
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Faith Is Endurance

Bible Background - HEBREWS 12:1-11
Printed Text - HEBREWS 12:1-11 | Devotional Reading - JAMES 5:7-11

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: DESCRIBE how to have enduring faith; BECOME
CONVINCED that we can endure in faith; and DEVELOP a plan to utilize our faith to
determine and reach spiritual goals.

- In Focus ——

As Regina crossed the finish line in the Citywide 5K race she wanted to pinch herself.
Was this a dream? Just one year ago, Regina was sitting on the couch binging on snacks
and TV shows.

She began to gain weight and have pain in her back. She knew she should start eating
healthier and exercising but she just wasn’t motivated.

She cried out to God for help.

“Lord, I am so tired of feeling tired all of the time and being in pain, but it is so hard to
consistently do what'’s right. I need your help to make a change so that I can see positive
results. Please help me turn things around. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Once she prayed, Regina seemed determined to do what was necessary to meet her
goals. She worked hard not to snack between meals, and she joined a walking group for
accountability. Over the next few months, the group progressed from walking to jogging
to running and registered for the 5K race together.

As the group congratulated each other on a well-run race Regina looked up, “We did it,
thank you, Lord!”

In today’s lesson, we see that Jesus set the perfect example as the leader who was tempted
but did not give in. He endured the pain and shame of the Cross to achieve the joy and
victory of eternal life with God.

Keep in Mind

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set
before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God”
(Hebrews 12:1-2, KJV)
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Focal Verses

K]V Hebrews 12:1 Wherefore seeing
we also are compassed about with so

great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset

us, and let us run with patience the race that is

set before us,

2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.

3 For consider him that endured such
contradiction of sinners against himself, lest
ye be wearied and faint in your minds.

4 Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving
against sin.

5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation
which speaketh unto you as unto children,
My son, despise not thou the chastening of the
Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him:

The People, Places, and Times

Rome. As the capital city of Italy, it was the
center of commerce, culture, and religion. A
myriad of religions dotted the social landscape
at the time this letter to the Hebrews was
circulated. Although there were times when
Jews and Christians were expelled from Rome,
there were other times when they could
worship freely.

Believers in Rome. Scholars are very
unsure of the intended audience, but in
Hebrews 13:24, the writer sends greetings
from those of Italy. The NIV Study Bible notes
that the writer is passing on greetings from
some Italian believers. William Barclay in
his Daily Study Bible on Hebrews suggests
that it was written to a group of Jewish
Christians who met in a “house—church” in

15

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth.

7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with
you as with sons; for what son is he whom the
father chasteneth not?

8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof
all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not
sons.

9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our
flesh which corrected us, and we gave them
reverence: shall we not much rather be in
subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live?

10 For they verily for a few days chastened us
after their own pleasure; but he for our profit,
that we might be partakers of his holiness.

11 Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless
afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which are exercised
thereby.

Rome (Barclay, 6-7). They were a subgroup
of the main Christian congregation that had
been formed there years earlier. Living in
a climate of other religions and cults, their
faith was tested constantly. When times were
hard—politically, culturally, socially, and
economically—the chance was greater that
they would be tempted to return to Judaism.
It was not easy nor politically correct to be a
Christian at this time. Christians in Rome had
to deal with the threat of persecution by the
Roman authorities; although, none of them
had become martyrs like Stephen and others.
This happened later under Nero, the emperor.
Because they were still alive, the writer
encouraged them to continue to run their race
and not give up. He reminded them that Jesus
never gave up and that they shouldn’t either.




September 18, 2022 « Bible Study Guide 3

Background

Some Bible commentators believe Hebrews
was written to a Jewish-Christian congregation
in Rome around A.D. 67-70. Others believe it
was written to Jews living in Egypt or Palestine.
Traditionally, authorship was attributed to the
apostle Paul, but modern scholars are unsure
of the true identity of the author of this epistle.
Some believe Barnabas wrote it, and still others
suggest Apollos, a Jew born in Alexandria,
which is located in northern Africa. The author
wrote the letter in response to the threat that
believers might renounce Christianity and
revert to Judaism. The writer wanted to inform
his vacillating readers that Jesus Christ, the
object of God’s final revelation, is superior to
the greatest of Judaism’s heroes. The writer
also wanted to highlight, while reminding
his audience of, the efficacy of Jesus’ power
of salvation. He emphasizes that whereas the
Jewish legal sacrificial system was powerless
to remit sins, Jesus, the eternal High Priest,
“is able also to save them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth
to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).
Furthermore, the writer explained the need for
patient endurance amid the persecution and
sufferings to which the heirs of eternal salvation
are inevitably exposed.

The writer suggests that all Christians
emulate Jesus’ suffering and patience in
anticipation of an eternal reward. One cannot
help but notice the metaphors of Greek athletic
terms such as “run with perseverance the race”
and “a great cloud of witnesses [spectators]”
(Hebrews 12:1, NIV). These Christians were to
think of themselves as athletes who possessed
endurance in order to ensure victory over the
forces of evil. The writer also made it clear
that the Christians’ secret weapon, needed for
victory in spite of trials and tribulations, was
unwavering faith.

16

At-A-Glance

1. Believers Must Run the Race
(Hebrews 12:1-2)
2. Believers Must Develop Endurance
(vv. 3-6)
3. Believers Must Learn to Accept the
Discipline of the Lord (vv. 7-11)

In Depth

1. Believers Must Run the Race (Hebrews
12:1-2)

The writer encourages the Christian readers
to continue to “run their race” of discipleship no
matter what tries to hinder them. He tells them
not to get distracted by burdens or sins that are
present in their lives.

Being a Christian was not an easy thing
back then, and it still isn’t today. It is a lifelong
commitment that involves peaks and valleys,
good times and bad times, and sunshine and
rain. Christian discipleship is not akin to a
sprint; it is a marathon. That is why the author
tells his audience to use “perseverance” (v. 1,
NIV). Perseverance is an inner quality that
allows one to continue in some course of action
in spite of difficulty or opposition. To persevere
is to be steadfast in a particular purpose.

Disciples of Jesus Christ must always look to
Jesus as the ultimate model of perseverance. In
His ministry, He suffered insults and attempts
on His life. He persisted even though His
hometown and relatives rejected Him. He
overcame the obstinacy of His followers and
betrayal by one of His own. He never faltered
during the unjust criminal trial that accused
Him of sedition and heresy or the beating by the
Roman police force. Finally, He did not waver
on the Cross at Calvary. He did all of that not
only so future generations of believers would
have access to a spiritual power potent enough
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to change the world but also to set an example
of the perfect leader who was tempted but did
not give in. And most importantly, He endured
the Cross to carry our sins and provide the way
of salvation for us.

We must also remember that we have an
inspiration. We are surrounded by a “great ...
cloud of witnesses,” credible leaders who have
fought a good fight, finished their course,
kept the faith, and earned their crowns of
righteousness. They are our inspiration.
Our heroes of faith should inspire us to keep
our faith so we can pursue a life of complete
holiness and participate in kingdom work that
can change our world and be a witness of the
world to come. Today, we look at heroes of
faith such as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Mary
McLeod Bethune, Frederick Douglass, Harriet
Tubman, and Rosa Parks.

Therefore, as we continue to live as
ambassadors of Christ, let us persevere on our
jobs, in our homes, and in our communities. God
demands our best in this life. No matter what
hardships we go through, our history is peppered
with credible leaders who have overcome greater
hardships than we have ever had to imagine. We
can learn from them. If they made it, surely we
can make it. With God on our side and a “great
... cloud of witnesses” cheering us on, we can get
through any adverse situation we face.

2. Believers Must Develop Endurance
(vv. 3-6)

When life becomes unbearable and we get
discouraged by some temporal circumstances,
we ought to have enough of a spiritual sense
to look to Jesus as our source of strength. If we
think of all that Jesus endured, giving His life so
we might have life, we have to thank God for the
character and integrity of His Son Jesus Christ.

The writer of Hebrews encouraged the
vacillating Jewish Christians, when they began
to complain about the adversity they had to

face, to consider Jesus’ suffering. He supported
his argument by testifying that they had not
faced persecution to the degree that they had
shed their own blood. He also let them know
that trials suffered for righteousness’ sake could
be theologically viewed as the “chastening
of the Lord,” God’s “disciplinary correction,
instruction, and nurture.”

The Lord’s chastening is not arbitrary or
without direction—it always has a purpose. The
writer suggests that trials could be disciplinary
correction and a part of God’s overall plan to
edify His children. Corrective discipline is
always a good thing that symbolizes love. When
an earthly father exercises discipline on his
child, in most cases it’s meant to be is beneficial
to the child so that the same wrong actions will
not be repeated. Our Heavenly Father operates
in the same way. Because God loves us, He
disciplines us so we will not commit the same
sins or something worse.

Even when seemingly unprovoked trials
and tribulations come into our lives, we can
benefit from them. Romans 8:28 reads, “And we
know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose” Truly, when we try
to compare what we have to go through to what
Jesus endured, we see there is no comparison.
He suffered much for us. The question is: What
will we suffer through for Him? It is hard for
us to lose, to mourn the death of a loved one,
to feel the pain of a broken relationship or the
discomfort of owing insurmountable debt.
Trials will come in this life. Pain will be a part
of our pilgrimage. But the good news is that
enduring the suffering brings us into new levels
of God’s consciousness.

3. Believers Must Learn to Accept the
Discipline of the Lord (vv. 7-11)

The writer of Hebrews presents yet another
reason that believers should cheerfully bear
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affliction when it comes. Christians are
encouraged to endure the discipline of the
Lord because it is the mark of the sonship of
Christ as well as the way to become more holy
and righteous.

The Bible is clear that those who suffer for
righteousness’ sake glorify God: “Beloved, think
it not strange concerning the fiery trial which
is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you: But rejoice, inasmuch as ye
are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also
with exceeding joy” (1 Peter 4:12-13, KJV).
Second Timothy 2:12 says, “If we suffer, we shall
also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will
deny us.” The writers insist that we must look
on all the hardships of life as the discipline of
God sent to work, not for our harm, but for our
ultimate and highest good.

It is never pleasant to be corrected and
disciplined by God, but His discipline is a sign
of His deep love for us. When God corrects you,
see it as proof of His love and His ability to lead
you in the right direction. Then pray and ask
Him what He is working to teach you. We may
respond to the Lord’s discipline in several ways.
First, we can accept it with resignation. Second,
we can accept it with self-pity, thinking we really
don’t deserve it. Third, we can be angry and
resentful toward God. Or, fourth, we can accept
it gratefully, which is the appropriate response
we owe a loving Father who cares enough about
us to point us in the right direction.

Search the Scriptures

1. What should inspire Christians to hold on
to their faith (Hebrews 12:1)?

2. Why is our Christianity never to be
stationary or stagnant (v. 1)?

3. Who should we model ourselves after
(v. 2)?

4. What is the end result of God’s chastening
(vv. 10-11)?
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Discuss the Meaning

1. What makes Jesus a credible leader? How
would you have turned out if the Lord had not
chastised you? Think about your children or
children you know. Imagine how they would
grow up without someone to discipline them.

2. Why is it so hard for Christians to adjust to
suffering? Have you been told that once you give
your life to Jesus, everything will be all right?
How have we been anesthetized into believing
that children of God are exempt from suffering?

Liberating Lesson

Before a professional sports team takes the
field, it goes through training camp. Training
camp is a fiery trial that most players hate.
However, veterans and rookies alike must
endure training camp in order to learn new
plays, to get into shape, and, most importantly,
to learn how to become a disciplined and
victorious team.

If we Christians are going to be victorious,
we have to endure our own version of training
camp. God, our coach (leader), wants to turn
us into a well-trained and well-disciplined
body of believers. To do that, God allows some
adversity into our lives. Christians are like tea
bags. In order for our rich and robust flavor to
come out, we have to be placed in hot water. The
Christians in our text were being tested so that
their “flavor” would come out.

Application for Activation

Many great biblical and historical characters
had to endure much suffering for the causes
they supported, whether it was for the spread
of Christianity or in the fight for civil rights. Life
is a marathon, not a sprint. If we are going to
be successful, individually and collectively, we
have to keep our eyes on the prize. Individually,
that prize is to become like Jesus Christ;
collectively, the prize is to make the kingdom of
God a reality in our midst. Commit to following
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Jesus’ example of godly discipline even when

times are tough and temptation to sin is great. Say It C orrectly
Continue working toward your goals, never
giving up and keeping your eyes on the prize. Beset. bih-SET.
Chasten. CHEY-suhn.
Follow the Spirit Exhortation. Eg-zawr-TEY-shuhn.
What God wants me to do:

Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY
The Discipline of the Lord
(Job 5:8-18)

TUESDAY
The Death of Sin
Remember Your Thoughts : s
e (Romans 6:1-11)
Special insights I have learned:
WEDNESDAY
The Race for the Prize

(1 Corinthians 9:24-27)

THURSDAY
The Training for Godliness
(1 Timothy 4:6-10)

FRIDAY
Sources: The Endurance of the Faithful
Barclay, William. The Daily Study Bible: The Letter to the Hebrews. ik
Edinburgh, Scotland: Saint Andrew Press, 1957, (]ames 57 11)
Dictionary.com. http://dictionary.reference.com/ (accessed
September 7, 2011). SATURDAY
“New Testament Greek Lexicon” Bible Study Tools.com. http:// :
www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek (accessed September The Example of Faithfulness
7,2011). 18—
The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing (1 Peter 2:18 25)
House, 2002. 1916.
SUNDAY

The Pioneer of Faith
(Hebrews 12:1-11)
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Faith Inspires Gratitude

Bible Background - HEBREWS 12:14-29
Printed Text - HEBREWS 12:18-29 | Devotional Reading - 2 THESSALONIANS 1:1-7

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW the meaning of God’s forgiveness and promise
of eternal life; EXPLORE our fears about death and assurances of God’s grace; and REPENT
for sometimes rejecting God’s grace.

e In Focus ' ——=

Lamar lay in the hospital bed; he couldn’t remember anything. His brother, Warren,
said, “Good morning. It has been almost six days since the accident. Do you remember
what happened?” Lamar shook his head.

Warren said, “You had a stroke while you were driving. Your car just stopped on the
side of the road”

Lamar became frustrated when he tried to lift his right hand. As his wife, Joyce, hugged
him, she whispered, “You are paralyzed on your right side. The doctors don’t know if it is
permanent.” Tears ran down Lamar’s face.

Each day, Joyce prayed with Lamar, who became withdrawn. One day, Warren visited
Lamar at the rehabilitation center.

Warren said, “You know God has His hand on your life. His grace and mercy are so
evident. You could be dead, but His grace has allowed you to live. Be thankful!”

Lamar said, “T am not sure. I believe that death would be better than half a life”

Warren said, “You are blessed with life for a purpose. God’s grace has spared you.”

God is gracious and merciful. When we experience difficulty in life, we should
trust God.

In todays lesson, we are reminded to trust God and not fear death but live each day with
thankfulness as we experience God’s grace.

Keep in Mind

“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace,
whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”
(Hebrews 12:28, KJV)
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Focal Verses
Hebrews 12:18 For ye are not

KI Vcome unto the mount that might be
touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto
blackness, and darkness, and tempest,

19 And the sound of a trumpet, and the
voice of words; which voice they that heard
intreated that the word should not be spoken
to them any more:

20 (For they could not endure that which
was commanded, And if so much as a beast
touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust
through with a dart:

21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses
said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company
of angels,

23 To the general assembly and church of
the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and
to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just
men made perfect,

The People, Places, and Times

Mosaic Covenant. The Pentateuch (first five
books of Old Testament) record the conditions
and requirements of the Mosaic Covenant,
which was given by God to Moses on Mount
Sinai for God’s people, the Israelites. Moses
was the liaison between God and the Israelites.
Moses communicated God’s requirements for
the covenant and pled Israel’s case before God.
After God revealed His power and rescued the
Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the Mosaic
Covenant was conditional based on Israel
fulfilling its part of the covenant.

New Covenant. The New Covenant is based
on Jesus Christ, the Mediator, who died for
the sins of all humanity. Jesus established the
New Covenant through His own death and

21

24 And to Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that
speaketh better things than that of Abel.

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh.
For if they escaped not who refused him that
spake on earth, much more shall not we escape,
if we turn away from him that speaketh from
heaven:

26 Whose voice then shook the earth: but
now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I
shake not the earth only, but also heaven.

27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth
the removing of those things that are shaken, as
of things that are made, that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain.

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we
may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear:

29 For our God is a consuming fire.

commissioned His disciples and believers
to share the Good News about the kingdom
of God. Believers will dwell with God in the
heavenly city of God, Mount Zion (Sion).

Mount Zion. This is a reference to the
heavenly city of God and believers who will
dwell with Him. The mountain is available
through the blood of Jesus. It is a celebration
of the Holy One where angels, believers, and
righteous people dwell.

Background

The majority of the earliest believers in Christ
were Jews. When Paul went to Jerusalem, he was
told, “Many thousands of Jews there arc which
believe” (Acts 21:20). The number of Jewish
Christians grew, but the church communities
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endured physical and social persecution from
the Jews and Romans. Many people were
arrested and ostracized because of their faith,
and some suffered physically and experienced
loss of their property because of their belief. The
writer of Hebrews expressed the superiority of
Christianity and urged believers to keep their
eyes on Jesus. The early believers may have
considered returning to Judaism to hold on
to the biblical truths. The people needed to
remember that Jesus was the Messiah and that
He would return. The writer of Hebrews wanted
the believers to hold onto their faith and look
forward to Jesus’ return.

As the believers at the newborn church
struggled, disciples who had victoriously run
the race gazed at the struggling believers. The
writer urged them not to be discouraged by
struggles that perfect believers. He also urged
them to be very careful and guard against
defiling themselves and selling their birthrights,
which would result in losing the promises of
God. We must remember our actions have
lasting consequences. Although we repent and
seek God’s forgiveness, we cannot eliminate the
consequences of sin.

At-A-Glance

1. The Two Mountains: Sinai and Zion
(The Heavenly City) (Hebrews 12:18-21)
2. The Heavenly City (Zion or Sion)
(vv. 22-23)

3. The Heavenly City and Jesus,
the Mediator (v. 24)

4. Criteria for Entering the
Heavenly City (vv. 25-26)

5. Preparing for the Heavenly City
(vv. 27-29)
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In Depth

1. The Two Mountains: Sinai and Zion
(The Heavenly City) (Hebrews 12:18-21)

The writer of Hebrews compares the Mosaic
Covenant with the New Covenant by examining
two mountains: Mount Sinai and Mount Zion.
God gave the Law to the Israelites at Mount
Sinai with a majestic display of “thunderings,
and the lightnings ... they (the people)
removed (themselves) and stood afar off”
(Exodus 20:18). The people came before God
with fear and trembling at Mount Sinai. They
feared that speaking directly to God would lead
to death.

In contrast, through a New Covenant,
Christian believers joyfully approached God
through the blood of Jesus on Mount Zion
(Sion), which is the Heavenly City of God.
While God seemed distant and threatening at
Mount Sinai, at Mount Zion, Jesus has made
the believer’s faith personal. Through Christ,
we have the promise of eternal life through
forgiveness of our sins. We can accept God’s
invitation through Christ, receive forgiveness
and experience the presence of God.

2. The Heavenly City Zion (or Sion) (vv.
22-23)

Ancient custom approved special treatment
for the firstborn son, who received a father’s
blessings, which was a double portion. In
the Old Testament, Joseph received a double
inheritance among the sons of Jacob instead of
Reuben, who had unacceptable behavior. The
firstborn son received special blessings from his
earthly father. The heirs in heaven are believers,
who are justified and made perfect because they
are in heaven, they are “just men made perfect”
(Hebrews 12:23). Through Christ, believers
will inherit the Kingdom: “Ye shall receive the
reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord
Christ” (Colossians 3:24). We have the promise
of eternal life, our inheritance.
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By faith, believers’ names are recorded in
heaven; they are written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life. Believers can come to God by faith through
Christ, make a supplication, and receive
absolution for their sins and justification. We
have an eternal home with God in heaven
and the blessings of the firstborn. Thus, every
believer is an heir with rights and privileges of
the firstborn.

3. The Heavenly City and Jesus, the
Mediator (v. 24)

Jesus Christ is the mediator or “go-between”
uniting two parties: God and sinful humanity.
Moses was the mediator of the Mosaic
Covenant; he was the liaison between God and
the Israelites. Moses gave the Israelites God’s
Law, instruction, and the obligations for the
covenant between God and the Israelites.

In the same vein, Jesus is the mediator for the
New Covenant that was established through His
sacrificial death on the Cross. He helps believers
to remain in a covenant relationship with God.
Therefore, through Jesus, humanity prays to
God and receives His favor. Jesus pleads our
cause before God. The New Covenant of Jesus
Christ speaks forgiveness for the believer and
new life through Christ, our mediator.

4. Criteria for Entering the Heavenly City
(vv. 25-26)

Jesus Christ speaks to humanity and He
offers forgiveness through God’s grace and
mercy. Because we have more knowledge of
Christ and the promise of eternal life, “If we turn
away from him that speaketh from heaven” we
will be judged for our unbelief (Hebrews 12:25).
Therefore, our faith in God should inspire our
gratitude for all that He’s done for us.

When Korah, a Levite who was the tabernacle
assistant, instigated a rebellion against Moses
and Aaron, God destroyed him. Korah and the
other leaders directly challenged Moses and

23

God. As aresult, God judged and punished their
unbelief. Today, God still judges unbelief. If we
do not believe and accept Christ, we refuse Him.

The “whole mountain trembled violently”
when God gave the Law at Mount Sinai (Exodus
19:18, NIV). When Christ returns, God will
“shake not the earth only, but also heaven”
(Hebrews 12:26). The entire universe will shake
when the Son of God returns, but the kingdom
of God will not be shaken. It will endure through
eternity. The power of God will be evident, and
everyone will recognize Him.

5. Preparing for the Heavenly City (vv.
27-29)

The writer of Hebrews explains that
temporary things will be shaken and removed
when Christ returns, while the eternal things
will not be moved. The “things which cannot be
shaken may remain”; they are eternal (Hebrews
12:27). Only God’s kingdom will last.

Believers will endure the shaking and endure
through the grace of God. We will receive
the kingdom of God that will endure; it is
unchanging and cannot be moved. No power
on earth or hell can destroy God’s kingdom.

The writer encourages believers to “have
grace whereby we may serve God acceptably
with reverence and godly fear” (Hebrews 12:28).
Grace is the unmerited favor of God that offers
the gift of salvation to humanity. We can hold
to the grace we have received and trust the
assurance that we have an eternal home with
God. By grace, we serve God with love and
respect. If you have rejected God’s grace, repent
and receive God’s love and mercy today. Then
accept the gift of His Son with gratitude.

Search the Scriptures
1. How did the blood of Jesus satisfy God’s
revenge (Hebrews 12:24)?
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2. When Jesus returns, the heavens and earth
will shake. What and who will remain amid the
burning and shaking (v. 27)?

Discuss the Meaning

1. As disciples of the New Covenant, how can
we share the meaning of God’s forgiveness and
the promise of eternal life?

2. Why do people knowingly reject Jesus
Christ and God’s promise of eternal life?

Liberating Lesson

According to a recent Gallup poll, 35 percent
of Americans said they attend church each
week while 20 percent say they do not, and 25
percent say they seldom attend. However, the
number of African Americans who say they
attend church is much greater—53 percent.
The economic turmoil has caused a surge in
church attendance. Many people turn to God
because of fear, judgment, or uncertainty to
find security and seek a firm foundation that
the world cannot offer. When believers accept
Christ, the eternal promise of new life with God
outweighs their temporary fears. By faith, we
focus on the assurances we have through God’s
grace. The firm assurances are not based upon
the world but upon God’s promises. Through
God’s grace, we can experience God’s continual
presence. Receive God’s grace and experience
His presence and His eternal promises.

Application for Activation

The news constantly reports details of
natural disasters, economic hardships, and of
lives that seem to have little focus on steadfast
thankfulness for God. The struggles of life are
not the focus in today’s lesson. Instead, it is the
challenge to be thankful for God’s grace even
when troubles shake our world. But that grace
is only available to those who believe and have
accepted Jesus Christ as their Savior. Have you
made that decision?

Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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Say It Correctly Daily Bible Readings
Moses. MOH-ziz, -zis. MONDAY
Zion. ZI-uhn. Listening to the Voice of Warning
(Ezekiel 33:1-9)
TUESDAY
Listening to the Spirit

(Revelation 3:1-13)

WEDNESDAY
Anticipating a Better Covenant
(Hebrews 8:1-7)

THURSDAY
Giving Thanks for the Faithful
(2 Thessalonians 1:1-7)

FRIDAY
Loving with God’s Kind of Love
(Matthew 5:43-48)

SATURDAY
Pursuing Peace and Holiness
(Hebrews 12:12-17)

SUNDAY
Offering Acceptable Worship
(Hebrews 12:18-29)

Notes

25




OCTOBER 2 e BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 5

Faith Requires Mutual Love

Bible Background « HEBREWS 13:1-6; 1 CORINTHIANS 13 | Printed Text -
HEBREWS 13:1-3; 1 CORINTHIANS 13 | Devotional Reading - JOHN 13:31-35

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: DEFINE Christian love and discuss its implications;
REFLECT on the ways we experience Christian love in our lives; and PRACTICE love as it
is rooted in our faith in Christ.

—— In Focus — - — - - = - ¢

Joyce was president of the church’s Usher Board. She was always on time, dressed
impeccably in the standard black and white uniform with white gloves, and knew all of
the hand signals. Whenever Joyce was on duty, the members had their envelopes and
fans before they requested them; she would immediately move forward when she heard
crying babies—firmly removing them from their parents’ arms and delivering them to
the nursery so the services could proceed quietly.

As she moved about the sanctuary this morning, Joyce was clearly irritated. She had
met with the pastor on Saturday afternoon, and he had been critical of her work. The
pastor had complimented Joyce on her faithfulness and dedication. He had even praised
her as one of his most reliable members. However, the pastor had gone on to tell her that
while it appeared that she enjoyed being an usher, unfortunately, he was concerned that
she didn’t love the members. Her actions seemed to resemble duty and order more than
love and affection, which was not what was best for the congregation.

Nothing can replace our love for others. Working on their behalfis fine, but it is meaningless
unless our work is motivated by love. In today’s lesson, we will see how Christian love is
essential to effective ministry.

Keep in Mind

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity”
(1 Corinthians 13:13, KJV)
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Focal Verses
K]V Hebrews 13:1 Let brotherly love
continue.

2 Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares.

3 Remember them that are in bonds, as
bound with them; and them which suffer
adversity, as being yourselves also in the body.

1 Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with
the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a
tinkling cymbal.

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy,
and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so
that I could remove mountains, and have not
charity, I am nothing.

3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the
poor, and though I give my body to be burned,
and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not
puffed up,

The People, Places, and Times

Corinth. Located in southern Greece, about
50 miles from Athens, the Corinth of the
ancient world was actually a city that had been
destroyed by Rome in 146 B.C., and then rebuilt
by the emperor, Julius Caesar in 46-45 B.C. A
Roman colony, Corinth was the capital of the
province of Achaia.

Corinth was socially, culturally, and religiously
diverse. In fact, in 49 A.D. a good number of
Jews who were expelled from Rome resettled in
Corinth. The Christians of Corinth reflected the
diversity of the city. Congregations included the
wealthy, merchants, enslaved individuals, and
those who were formerly enslaved.

Corinth was home to numerous temples
dedicated to pagan gods and goddesses including

5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh
no evil;

6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth;

7 Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things.

8 Charity never faileth: but whether there
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away.

9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.

10 But when that which is perfect is come,
then that which is in part shall be done away.

11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I
understood as a child, I thought as a child: but
when I became a man, I put away childish things.

12 For now we see through a glass, darkly;
but then face to face: now I know in part; but
then shall I know even as also I am known.

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity,
these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

Apollo, Hermes, Isis, Poseidon, and the Pantheon,
which is a temple dedicated to all of the gods.
When Paul arrived in Corinth (about 50 A.D.)
the city’s reputation for immorality was widely
recognized. The infamous temple of Aphrodite
had fallen into ruins but was home to hundreds
of “temple prostitutes,” making it popular with
the numerous sailors visiting the city. The Greek
word korinthiazesthai, which means to live like
a Corinthian, meant that one lived immorally.

Background

In Paul’s letter to the believers in Corinth,
we see the challenges that faced the early
church. Corinth was a large metropolis with
a diverse population. The house churches
that the Corinthian Christians worshiped in
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reflected the city’s diversity. One issue Paul
addressed to the Corinthians was unity among
themselves, emphasizing the importance of
their relationships with one another.

At-A-Glance

1. A Plea for Brotherly Love
(Hebrews 13:1-3)
2. Love is the Basis of Our Faith
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3)
3. Love is the Proof of Our Gifts
(vv. 4-7)
4. Love is Permanent (vv. 8-13)

In Depth

1. A Plea for Brotherly Love (Hebrews
13:1-3)

The Scripture opens with “Let brotherly love
continue.” Our world is full of hurting people,
who in turn only know how to hurt other people.
As a result, our newspapers and online and TV
news reports are full of stories detailing terrible
murders and horrific assaults committed by and
on people in every age group. Thank God that
believers who have found forgiveness through
the blood of Jesus Christ have a new and divine
nature. Because of Christ’s forgiveness, we are
capable of loving others in a deeper and more
spiritual way. We are now capable of loving the
way that God loves us. However, this capacity to
love one another must be exercised. Each day,
we have to plead as Jesus did, “nevertheless
not as I will, but as thou wilt” (see Matthew
26:39). It is our love for God that must be the
source of our love for others.

We want to remember that verse 1 is not a
request nor a mere suggestion. This reminds
us that there is a possibility for our love for
one another to stop. Two possible reasons are
failure to ask for forgiveness when we sin and
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refusing to forgive someone who hurts us. In
His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus taught us to
ask God to “forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors” (Matthew 6:12).

Hebrews 13:3 hearkens to customs of the
Ancient Near East. In that time, people traveled
great distances on foot. It was a common practice
for a family to provide a meal and night’s lodging
to traveling strangers. Our world is very different
today, and the expectation to open one’s doors
to a stranger hardly seems reasonable. We
can, however, ask God to provide us with
opportunities to assist strangers and share with
them. Hospitality is a hallmark of Christianity.
We want to show the same grace and kindness
toward strangers that God has shown toward us.
Jesus taught that, “Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye
have done it unto me” (Matthew 25:40).

Hebrews 13:3 offers yet another motivation
for our Christian hospitality. The Scripture says
that in doing this, we might be visited by an
angel. The Old Testament has many accounts
of people who were visited by angels of God.
However, the word “angel” translated here
means a “messenger” and not necessarily a
divine creature. While a present-day angel may
never actually visit most saints, God’s human
messengers will most certainly visit us when we
express Christian hospitality.

2. Love is the Basis of Our Faith
(1 Corinthians 13:1-3)

We want to remember that when Paul wrote
this letter, he was keenly aware of the Corinthians’
fascination with the gifts of the Spirit. They
were attracted to knowledge, prophecy, and
speaking in tongues. Paul is teaching that these
gifts were meaningless without love. When Paul
speaks of “charity” we should read that word
as “love” More importantly, we should know
that Paul is speaking of a specific form of love.
He is not talking about eros, or the sensuous
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or erotic form of love. Nor is Paul describing
philia, which means “a brotherly affection or
friendship.” Rather, Paul is describing agape, “a
commitment of the will to cherish and uphold
another person.” In the Bible, this is the form of
love that is always used when we describe God’s
love. Agape describes our willful and deliberate
decision to treat others with the utmost care
and concern and allows us to esteem the best
interests of our brother or sister above our own.

We must remember that this form of love is
only possible when we love God first. Without
this, the love toward one another is a sham, a
mere imitation. This prerequisite is demonstrated
in the Scripture when we read that there are two
great commandments. The first is, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all
thy strength” The second is, “Thou shalt love thy
neighbor as thyself” (Matthew 22:37, 39; Mark
12:30-31; Luke 10:27).

When Paul speaks of “tongues of men and
angels,” he is not primarily describing glossolalia,
or speaking in tongues. Rather, he is saying that
it is more important to act lovingly than to be
able to speak all the languages of heaven or earth.
That definitely includes the conduct of those who
practiced glossolalia. Without love, Paul is saying,
the ability to communicate is useless. Similarly,
Paul tells us that if he was able to explain all the
mysteries of the Scriptures, but he wasn’t a loving
person, it would be meaningless.

3. Love is the Proof of Our Gifts (vv. 4-7)

Contrary to what many of us believe, love
is not an ethereal (heavenly) notion. Love is
practical and must be put into practice on a daily
basis. Christians must constantly measure their
love and ask themselves, “Did I show love in that
situation or toward that person?” And, more
importantly, “Am I growing?” Paul shows that
love can indeed be measured and that love results
in characteristics that can be seen and heard.

4. Love is Permanent (vv. 8-13)

True love will produce patience, kindness,
and honesty. As Christians, we have to identify
and remove things from our lives that prohibit
us from being able to manifest these qualities of
love. Paul identifies these hindrances as jealousy,
boastfulness, resentment, and ill temperament.
He understood that when Jesus returned, sin
and death would end. He knew that the gifts of
the Spirit would no longer be needed. Paul uses
two analogies to support this. First, it would
be unimaginable to think that a mature adult
would resort to childlike behavior. Secondly,
an actual portrayal of a person could never
be obtained by looking at a reflection of poor
quality. Paul was teaching the Corinthians and
us that when Christ returns, Christians would
have direct access to Him. Our relationship
with Him will be personal and intimate. Paul
was trying to dispel the Corinthians’ pride in
temporary supernatural gifts. Much of Paul’s
ministry had been spent teaching about the
importance of faith and hope. Now, he places
love right alongside them, and in fact, elevates
love above the others.

Search the Scriptures

1. According to Paul, what is necessary
for any service or ministry to be of value
(1 Corinthians 13:3)?

2. After our spiritual gifts cease to exist, what
will remain (v. 13)?

Discuss the Meaning

If all spiritual gifts are predicated on love,
why do some workers within the churches seem
to believe or behave as though it is not essential
to Christian ministry efforts?

Liberating Lesson

Paul makes it clear that for the believer, love is
the key. It is love that enables us to reproduce the
very character of Jesus Christ in our lives and in
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our ministry efforts. It is only when we have love
that we can access the other fruit of the Spirit.
Without love, we cannot genuinely be patient,
peaceful, good, gentle, or display any of the
other qualities. We may be able to imitate them,
but without love, they won’t be a part of our
character; nor will we be able to fully embrace
them in order to do the Kingdom-building work
Christ has commissioned us to do.

Application for Activation

We are often frustrated in our work in
churches. Sometimes it feels as though others
are not as committed as we are. Over the next
week, pray and ask God to reveal to you areas
where you may have failed to demonstrate love
toward your co-laborers. Then, ask God what
you can do to remedy the situation. Also, ask
Him how to show love to those who don’t show
it to you. It may call for you to make apologies
and seek forgiveness and forgive others.

Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:
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Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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Say It Correctly Daily Bible Readings
Corinth. KAWR-inth, KOR-inth. MONDAY
Hermes. HUR-meez. I Love You, O Lord
Poseidon. poh-SI-duhn. (Psalm 18:1-6)
Pantheon. PAN-thee-on, -uhn

TUESDAY

Faithful Love

(Deuteronomy 7:7-11)
WEDNESDAY
Obedient Love

(Deuteronomy 5:6-10)

THURSDAY
Taught to Love
(Deuteronomy 6:1-9)

FRIDAY
Love One Another
(John 13:31-35)

SATURDAY
Love Your Enemies
(Luke 6:27-36)

SUNDAY
Faith, Hope, and Love
(Hebrews 13:1-3; 1 Corinthians 13)

Notes
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Stephen’s Arrest and Speech

Bible Background - ACTS 6:8-7:53
Printed Text - ACTS 6:8-7:2A | Devotional Reading - PROVERBS 8:1-11

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: DISCUSS the stand that Stephen took as a response to
his faith; FEEL motivated to confront principalities and powers of our day; and SEEK the
power and wisdom of the Spirit in our efforts to speak truth.

InFocus —————————————— B

Cleveland volunteered at the city-run homeless shelter. He was a hard worker with
a cheerful attitude. Ms. Martin, the supervisor, was very happy with Cleveland’s
participation, especially because she seemed short of volunteers.

One day, she overheard Cleveland telling Jesse, a man living at the shelter, that the
reason for his joy was Jesus. Jesse asked him how he could get this “Jesus joy”

So Cleveland explained, “First, we tell Jesus that we are sorry for our sins. Then we
thank Him for dying on the cross to take the punishment for our sins. And lastly, we ask
Jesus to save us.” Right then and there, Cleveland and Jesse bowed their heads, and Jesse
asked Jesus to save him.

Now Cleveland’s joy was so great, he felt like he could walk on air. But just as he was
going back to clean up food that a child had dropped, Ms. Martin came up to him with
anger written all over her face.

“Cleveland, this is a government-sponsored facility so you cannot come here and talk
about your religion!”

How do you think Cleveland will respond to Ms. Martin? What will he say? Have you ever
had someone challenge your Christian witness?
Today we will see how Stephen was able to witness with great power and grace.

Keep in Mind

“And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people”
(Acts 6:8, KJV)
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Focal Verses

KI V Acts 6:8 And Stephen, full of faith
and power, did great wonders and
miracles among the people.

9 Then there arose certain of the synagogue,
which is called the synagogue of the Libertines,
and Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them
of Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with Stephen.

10 And they were not able to resist the
wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.

11 Then they suborned men, which said,
We have heard him speak blasphemous words
against Moses, and against God.

12 And they stirred up the people, and the
elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and
caught him, and brought him to the council,

The People, Places, and Times

Synagogue of the Libertines (Freedmen).
Jews who were born in the Holy Land and spent
most of their lives there spoke Aramaic, which
was a form of the ancient Hebrew in which our
Old Testament is written. But there were other
Jews born in other places who had returned
to Palestine, and they did not know Aramaic
or Hebrew. They only spoke Greek, which was
the language of the educated people of the day.
Perhaps they had been slaves in other countries,
but now they were all proud to be free people.
Some of them came from Cyrene, an important
city located in what is modern-day Libya in
northern Africa. Others came from Alexandria,
the chief city of Egypt, and others came from
Cilicia and Asia. Ephesus was a grand city
located in Asia Minor. Tarsus, where Paul was
born, was located in the northern part of Asia
Minor in what is now known as Syria.

Pious Greek-speaking Jews attended the
Synagogue of Libertines or Freedmen. Paul
would have attended this synagogue, and
Barnabas probably did also. Among all these

33

13 And set up false witnesses, which said,
This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous
words against this holy place, and the law:

14 For we have heard him say, that this Jesus
of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall
change the customs which Moses delivered us.

15 And all that sat in the council, looking
stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been
the face of an angel.

7:1 Then said the high priest, Are these
things so?

2a And he said, Men, brethren, and fathers,
hearken;

Greek-speaking Jews were a few Christians,
but the most outspoken was Stephen. The
Holy Spirit spoke through him as he reasoned,
discussed, and argued for Jesus Christ.

Background

At the beginning of Acts 6, the early
Christians were having problems. The Aramaic-
speaking Jews were probably attending the
big Temple in Jerusalem. But the early Jewish
Christians, who spoke Greek, were attending
the Synagogue of the Freedmen. The Jews had
the wonderful custom of collecting donations
for the poor among them; thus, the early
Christians followed this custom and gave to
needy widows. (Widows in those days had few
ways to raise money to feed themselves, much
less their children if they had any.)

The apostles were among the Aramaic Jews
and were the early Christian leaders. They
were in charge of the distribution of gifts to the
widows, yet they were forgetting the Greek-
speaking Christian widows. This could have
been because of snobbery, because of language
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differences or because they just overlooked the
Greek-speaking poor.

The godly solution of the apostles was to
appoint Greek-speaking Jewish Christians to
take charge of distributing food and money to
the widows and other poor among them. The
Greek-speaking Christians would know who
was in need. The seven men chosen for this
task were also chosen for their outstanding
spirituality. Among them were Philip and
Stephen, who is the focus of today’s lesson.

At-A-Glance

1. Introduction of Stephen (Acts 6:8-10)
2. Opposition to Stephen (vv. 11-14)
3. Stephen’s Effect on the Sanhedrin

(vv. 15-7:2a)

In Depth

1. Introduction of Stephen (Acts 6:8-10)

Stephen did much more than hand out gifts
to the needy. Until this time, Scripture had only
mentioned the apostles performing miracles, but
now we see Stephen doing great wonders. (We'll
read later of the miracles that Philip performed).
Scripture tells us the reason for Stephen’s ability
to perform miracles is that he is full of grace and
power. We would expect to hear about the power
in conjunction with miracles, but maybe we are
surprised by the accompaniment of grace. Grace
is always an unmerited gift of God. Therefore,
we see that God working through Stephen, not
because Stephen is so wonderful, but because
God is wonderful and empowered him to do
these amazing things.

At this time, all Christians were converted Jews
and all attended synagogues. The Christian Jews
were a tiny minority among the other Jews. The
Jews whose primary language was Greek attended
the Synagogue of the Freedmen. As Stephen, who
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attended this synagogue, performed miracles in
the name of Jesus, other Jewish members who
did not follow Christ opposed. They debated with
Stephen, but their arguments did not stand up
against him for two reasons. First of all, the Holy
Spirit was enabling him to use great wisdom.
Secondly, the things that Stephen said concerning
Jesus Christ were true.

2. Opposition to Stephen (vv. 11-14)

Those who opposed Stephen thought they
were defending things that good Jews believed,
but they were probably jealous of him as well.
Obviously, Stephen garnered a lot of attention
from the miracles he performed and his
brilliant exposition of the true meaning of Old
Testament Scriptures.

Opposition spread from the Synagogue of the
Freemen to the great temple in Jerusalem and to
the influential Jews who had also opposed Jesus.
As a result, they seized Stephen and brought
him before the great Jewish religious council,
the Sanhedrin. This was the same religious
council that put Jesus on trial. As they had with
Jesus, they also brought false witnesses against
Stephen and used some of the same arguments.

They accused Stephen of speaking against
the Temple in Jerusalem. They said the Jesus
he preached about had threatened to destroy
the Temple. In John 2:19, Jesus said that if they
destroyed “this temple,” meaning His body, He
would raise it again in three days. We know that
they were twisting the words of both Jesus and
Stephen without really trying to understand
the message.

In addition, they accused both Stephen and
Jesus of trying to destroy the Old Testament
Law, again twisting their words. Jesus said
He came not to abolish the Law but to fulfill
it (Matthew 5:17). And because they were
accusing Stephen of speaking about the Temple
and the Law, they were in essence accusing him
of speaking against God.
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3. Stephen’s Effect on the Sanhedrin (vv.
15-7:2a)

When Stephen’s accusers finished what they
had to say, they noticed his face looked like that
of an angel. We are sure this does not mean he
resembled the childlike pictures of angels we
often see portrayed nor is it likely that he looked
like some type of avenging angel. But because
we have never looked into the face of an angel,
we can only imagine a face that reflected the
holiness of God Himself.

At that point, the high priest asked Stephen
whether the charges of his accusers were true.
This was probably Caiaphas, the very same man
who had presided over the trial of Jesus. But
that did not scare Stephen, who then launched
into a history of the Jewish people, including
their rejection of the prophets that God sent and
finally the crucifixion of their Savior. The result
of Stephen’s sermon was that he was stoned and
received by Jesus into heaven.

Search the Scriptures

1. How did Stephen communicate the Gospel
to people (Acts 6:8-10)?

2. What did the false witnesses testify that
Stephen said (v. 14)?

3. As the council looked upon Stephen’s face,
what did they see (v. 15)?

Discuss the Meaning

1. Stephen was mighty in both miracles
and words. Do you think you must have these
abilities to witness to others about Jesus Christ?
What are the characteristics we need to witness
effectively concerning Jesus?

2. Stephen had wonderful spiritual gifts and he
was very proactive in using them, yet it seemed he
had a short time on earth before he died. Why do
you think God would allow him to be sacrificed
after such a brief time as a Christian? Acts 8:1 tells
us that Saul was watching all this. Do you think
Stephen’s martyrdom had any influence on Saul?
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What other things happened as a result of Stephen’s
death? Acts 8:1 reveals one of those things.

Liberating Lesson

In the days of Stephen, Jewish society was very
religious. Christians retained some of the good
things from the religious Jews, such as collecting
contributions for the poor, and thus the Christians
made regular gifts to the widows, the most
vulnerable in their society. Unlike the context of
Stephen’s ministry, our society today is continuing
to become increasingly secular. But even though
the people of Stephen’s day were very religious,
they were extremely hostile to the Good News of
Jesus Christ. In our society, people are seemingly
becoming more hostile to the Jesus of the Bible.
What are some of the things that evoke hostility to
the Christian message today? How do these things
compare to the type of hostility in Stephen’s day?
What are some ways we can reverse this trend?
Stephen, the other deacons, and the apostles
demonstrated the love of Christ in the things they
did for the poor. How can similar programs help
prepare the way for our Christian witness?

Application for Activation

What are some situations when you think
you could be a witness to the message of Jesus
Christ? What are some of the things keeping
you from speaking out? Ask God to empower
you to tell people about our Lord. Ask Him to
give you wisdom for the things to say and do.
Before you speak up for Christ, demonstrate
your love for others in the things you do.

Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:
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Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:

Sources:

Bruce, E E The Epistle to the Hebrews, Revised: New International
Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans, 1983,

Dictionary.com. http://dictionary.reference.com/ (accessed September
19,2011).

“New Testament Greek Lexicon.” Bible Study Tools.com. http://www.
biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek (accessed September 19,
2011).

The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids, M1: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1995.

Stott, John. The Spirit, the Church, and the World: The Message of Acls.
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1990.

Say It Correctly

Suborn. suh-BORN.
Cyrenians. si-REE-nee-uhnz.
Alexandrians. al-ig-ZAN-dree-uhnz.
Libertines. LIB-er-teens.

Notes

Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY
Barriers between You and Your God
(Isaiah 59:1-8)

TUESDAY
Falsehood, Deceit, and Deception
(Jeremiah 8:22-9:9)

WEDNESDAY
These Things You Shall Do
(Zechariah 8:14-19)

THURSDAY
My Mouth Will Utter Truth
(Proverbs 8:1-11)

FRIDAY
Guided into All the Truth
(John 16:12-15)

SATURDAY
Full of Faith and the Spirit
(Acts 6:1-7)

SUNDAY
Full of Grace and Power
(Acts 6:8-7:2a)
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Stephen’s Martyrdom

Bible Background « ACTS 7:1-8:1A
Printed Text - ACTS 7:51-8:1A | Devotional Reading - EPHESIANS 6:13-20

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: IDENTIFY the reasons for Stephen’s martyrdom,
REFLECT on our reactions when our beliefs are challenged, and WITNESS peacefully
and candidly for Christ regardless of the cost.

In Focus

This was Angie’s first time meeting Joanne, the woman who would soon become her
mother-in-law. They were both shocked to realize that they taught at the same elementary
school. The meeting, however, was not off to a great start. “Well, Angie,” Joanne said,
“T've heard that you are one of those ‘shoutin’ type of Christians. Is that true?” In a way, it
seemed like a trap, but Angie realized it was an opportunity from God.

“I don’t know what you mean by ‘shoutin, but I am enthusiastic about Jesus because He
is my Savior and I love Him,” replied Angie. She could see the distaste for her answer all
over her future mother-in-law’s face.

Angie was glad for the opportunity to witness, but she knew that not all of these
opportunities lead to a happy ending. And this time, it didn’t.

“I'm glad you talked to Mom about your relationship with Jesus,” her fiancé, Anthony,
said to her later, “though I knew what her response would be.”

Although Angie saw Joanne at school almost every day, she did not speak to Angie or
Anthony for months. It hurt them both that she did not even come to their wedding.

Sometimes, even a life full of goodness and a very wise witness will not convince people.
Are we ready to speak up for our Savior, no matter what the consequences will be in our lives?

Keep in Mind

“And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
(Acts 7:59, KJV)
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Focal Verses
Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and

KIVuncircumcised in heart and ears, ye
do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers
did, so do ye.

52 Which of the prophets have not your
fathers persecuted? and they have slain them
which shewed before of the coming of the Just
One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers
and murderers:

53 Who have received the law by the
disposition of angels, and have not kept it.

54 When they heard these things, they were
cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with
their teeth.

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked
up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of
God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,

The People, Places, and Times

Blasphemy. The Greek word for “blasphemy”
means “to slander” or “to speak lightly of the
divine” In the New Testament, blasphemy
indicated a hostile attitude toward God. In the
epistle to the Romans, Paul quotes Isaiah who
stated that God’s name was blasphemed among
the Gentiles because of the Jews (Romans 2:24,
Isaiah 52:5). This confirms the importance of
believers living in ways that bring praise to God
rather than contempt for Him. It is worth noting
that both Jesus and Stephen were condemned to
death under the false charge of blasphemy. This
occurred because Jesus claimed the prerogatives
that belong to God alone, and Stephen accused
the unbelieving Jews of murdering the long-
awaited Messiah.

Background

Jesus knew that the Gospel of the Kingdom
would be preached to all nations. He knew that
truth, armed with the omnipotence of the Holy
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56 And said, Behold, I see the heavens
opened, and the Son of man standing on the
right hand of God.

57 Then they cried out with a loud voice,
and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with
one accord,

58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned
him: and the witnesses laid down their clothes
at a young man’ feet, whose name was Saul.

59 And they stoned Stephen, calling upon
God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.
And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

8:1a And Saul was consenting unto his death.

Spirit, would prevail in the battle with evil and
that the bloodstained banner would one day
wave triumphantly over His followers.

As Christ’s earthly ministry drew to a close, He
knew He would soon leave His disciples to carry
on the work without His personal supervision.
He sought to encourage them and to prepare
them for the future. He did not deceive them
with false hopes. He knew He was about to be
separated from them—to leave them as sheep
among wolves. He knew they would suffer
persecution, be cast out of the synagogues, and
be thrown into prison for proclaiming Him as
the Messiah. In speaking of their future, Jesus
said some of them would be killed. He knew that
in their coming trials they would remember His
words and be strengthened to believe in Him as
the Redeemer.

Are you prepared to stand up for your faith,
regardless of the consequences as demonstrated
by Stephen in today’s lesson?
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At-A-Glance

1. The Conclusion of Stephen’s Defense
(Acts 7:51-53)
2. The Death of Stephen (vv. 53—8:1a)

In Depth

1. The Conclusion of Stephen’s Defense
(Acts 7:51-53)

The beginning of chapter 7 opens with
Stephen’s brilliant defense of what he believed,
which was really a review of the history of the
people of Israel. He begins by appealing to the
memory of Abraham. He describes Abraham
as a man of longtime faith who dared to change
his life in obedience to God, leaving his country
and even his father’s house to go into a land he
had never seen before. Though he was old and
childless, Abram (renamed Abraham) believed
God would give him descendants.

The next man on Stephen’s list was Joseph.
Joseph was a man of faith who obeyed God and
had every one of God’s promises to him fulfilled.
Stephen contrasts Joseph with members of the
Sanhedrin, who refused to obey God because
they feared the changes that doing so would
bring in their lives and in their levels of affluence.

Next, Stephen spoke of Moses, whom they had
accused him of blaspheming. Stephen argued
that Moses failed when he acted according to
what seemed right in his own eyes and according
to his own wisdom. But when God appeared,
then instructed and empowered him, Moses
went back to Egypt and became a ruler and
deliverer. He answers their charge by quoting
Moses himself: “God will raise up for you a
Prophet like me from among your own people”
(Acts 7:37, NLT; see Deuteronomy 18:15). In
other words, Moses himself had said things
would change. God was going to raise up another
prophet who, like Moses, would teach the people

a whole new way of life in God. The prophet
whom Moses spoke of was Jesus, the man they
had put to death and were now rejecting.

Stephen answered the second charge
regarding the Temple by quoting from Isaiah:
“Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord: or
what is the place of my rest? Hath not my hand
made all these things?” (Acts 7:49-50, KJV; see
[saiah 66:1-2). No building can contain God.
God is the Creator of all things.

After answering their charges, Stephen levels
a charge of his own: “You stubborn people! You
are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must
you forever resist the Holy Spirit? That’s what
your ancestors did, and so do you!” (Acts 7:51,
NLT). These Jews were stubborn—they would
not bow to God’s will. They had what the KJV
refers to as “uncircumcised hearts,” meaning
their hearts were insensitive to the grace and
glory of God. They refused to repent. Just as
their forefathers had persecuted and murdered
the prophets who prophesied of Jesus, these
Jews had betrayed and murdered the Christ.

2. The Death of Stephen (vv. 53-8:1a)

Stephen’s accusers and the religious leaders
were so outraged by this truth that they could
not stand it. “The Jewish leaders were infuriated
by Stephen’s accusation, and they shook their
fists at him in rage” (Acts 7:54, NLT). In contrast
to his accusers, who were driven wild by their
passions, Stephen continued to look to God: “But
Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed steadily
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he
saw Jesus standing in the place of honor at God’s
right hand” (v. 55, NLT). These words are almost
identical to the words Jesus had spoken to these
men just a few years earlier: “You have said it.
And in the future you will see the Son of Man
seated in the place of power at God’s right hand”
(Matthew 26:64, NLT). When they heard this,
they knew the issue was not Stephen but Jesus.
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Liberating Lesson

Stephen is recorded as the first person to give
his life to spread the Gospel. He was known as
an outspoken leader and a man of great faith. He
refused to compromise his beliefs and virtually
spoke his own death sentence. In today’s society,
every day we are faced with issues that may
compromise our Christian beliefs. The challenge
for many Christians lies in whether we are
willing to suffer persecution despite what others
may think. Are we willing to stand on God’s
Word when it is not popular? Like Stephen,
we as Christians must decide that regardless of
what Satan brings against us, we will tenaciously
stand on the Word of God.

Application for Activation

Stephen was willing to die for the cause of
Christ. Maybe God has not called you to make
this kind of sacrifice, but Christianity does
require something from all of us. Look for
ways to make sacrifices to God for the sake of
the Gospel. This sacrifice can be time, money,
or whatever you choose. Prepare to share your
experiences next week.
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Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:

Sources:

Bruce, E E The Epistle to the Hebrews, Revised: New International
Commentary on the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI:
Eerdmans. Reprint, 1983.

Dictionary.com. http://dictionary.reference.com/ (accessed September
19,2011).

“New Testament Greek Lexicon” Bible Study Tools.com. http://www.
biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek (accessed September 19,
2011).

The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing
House, 1995.

Stott, John. The Spirit, the Church, and the World: The Message of Acts.
Downers Grove, [L: InterVarsity Press, 1990.

Thayer, Joseph H. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. New
York, NY: Harper & Brothers, 1889.

Blue Letter Bible.org. http://www.blueletterbible.org/lang/lexicon/
lexicon.cfm?strongs=G3494 (accessed September 19, 2011).



OCTOBER 23 e BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 8

Simon Wants to Buy Power

Bible Background - ACTS 8:4-24
Printed Text - ACTS 8:9-24 | Devotional Reading - 1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: DISCUSS Simon’s motivation to receive the Holy Spirit;
REFLECT on any selfish desires for God’s power; and CREATE a list of true and sincere
motives for following Christ.

——— - In Focus ——

Although it was not really much of a sacrifice from his salary as a successful corporate
lawyer, Robert Jones put large amounts of money in the offering. He had been attending
church and placing his money in the offering tray for missions every 1st Sunday of the
month for years. When it was time to elect members to the various church committees,
Mr. Jones thought he would easily be elected to his favorite committee: missions. After
all, he gave plenty of money to this cause and everyone seemed to know it. But instead
of electing Mr. Jones, the people of his church voted for Warren, a humble man who had
already gone on a number of missions trips, including one where he dug up septic systems.

Mr. Jones was furious and thought, ‘Don’t these people know how much I am giving to
the church, especially to the missions’ ministry? What can Warren possibly give that I can’t?

What do you think is Mr. Jones’ motivation for running for leader of the missions
committee? Why do you think the people did not vote for him? Do churches ever favor the
wealthy people in the congregation? Can money buy a person’s way into church power? In
today’s lesson, we will see how consequences come from thinking money can buy everything,
especially the Holy Spirit.

Keep in Mind

“And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,’
(Acts 8:18, KJV).
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Background

The Book of Acts is a book of history and
faith. In addition to providing a transition
between the Gospels and the Epistles, Luke,
the writer of Acts gives us the vital historical
facts of how Christianity began and spread.
In Acts, selected events in church history are
recorded that demonstrate Christian doctrine
and practice. Clearly, it is through the power of
the Holy Spirit that the men and women of God
are able to testify that Jesus is the Christ. There
is great emphasis on the connection between the
Old Testament, the Jews, and Christianity. There
is an even greater emphasis that salvation is not
bound by a believer’s race or ethnicity; rather, it
is extended to all humankind. In Acts, it is clear
that it is only Jesus, the Christ, who is able to
fulfill the needs of the Gentiles and the Jews.

At-A-Glance

1. Introducing Simon the Sorcerer
(Acts 8:9-11)
2. Many Turn to Christ (vv. 12-13)
3. The Believers Receive the Holy Spirit
(vv. 14-17)
4. Simon Attempts to Buy the Power of
the Holy Spirit (vv. 18-24)

In Depth

1. Introducing Simon the Sorcerer (Acts
8:9-11)

Today’s Scripture passage begins in the midst
of a great evangelistic campaign in Samaria.
After the stoning of Stephen, believers, except
for the apostles, scattered everywhere while
spreading the Gospel. Philip, one of the deacons
who was appointed along with Stephen, went to
Samaria and began preaching and performing
miraculous signs. Because of his witness, many
came to Christ. Simon the sorcerer was among

the Samaritans who heard Philip’s preaching
and saw the accompanying signs and wonders.
Simon had enjoyed tremendous popularity
among the Samaritans. Scripture tells us that
Simon had been practicing the magical arts
and had deceived many with his false claims of
greatness. Simon’s abilities as a magician had
“bewitched the people” (Acts 8:9, KJV).

Even today, people mistakenly believe that
the only difference between magic and miracles
is that the latter is more impressive and is
practiced by Christians. The truth is far more
important. Miracles clearly point to God, while
magic manipulates and points away from God.
Faith comes through hearing the Word and not
through seeing miracles.

2. Many Turn to Christ (vv. 12-13)

The Samaritans had previously believed in
Simon because of his magic. They had no faith
in Simon; rather, their belief was predicated on
his magical abilities. Through the preaching of
Philip, the faith of the Samaritans was based
on the Good News of Jesus, the Christ, and the
kingdom of God. The Samaritans saw Philip’s
miracles as confirmation of the truth of the
resurrection of Christ. The miracles aided—
not caused—their faith. Now that faith in Jesus
was the basis of their belief, they turned away
from Simon. Even Simon himself believed and
was baptized.

3. The Believers Receive the Holy Spirit
(vv. 14-17)

When news of Philips successful ministry
in Samaria reached Jerusalem, the apostles
immediately dispatched Peter and John to
Samaria. That these two elder statesmen were
sent to Samaria should not be misread. There
was no lack of faith on the part of the church in
Philip’s ability to preach salvation. This fact is
apparent when we see that Peter and John did
not preach in Samaria.
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Instead, they prayed and laid hands on
the Samaritan converts. As a result, God gave
the Samaritans the gift of the Holy Spirit. The
sending of Peter and John is better understood
in light of who the Samaritans were. They were a
mixed-race people with some Jewish lineage but
possessed an alternative style of worship. They
shared some of the same beliefs as the Jews:
They claimed an Abrahamic lineage and they
were also awaiting a Messiah. By sending Peter
and John, the church in Jerusalem was affirming
its unity with the emerging church in Samaria.

The impartation of the Holy Spirit ensured
the unity of the church. The Holy Spirit also
provided a witness in the form of the apostles
Peter and John. The apostles were credible and
authoritative witnesses to the Jews that the
acceptance of Samaritans into the church was
equal to that of the Jews.

The fact that the apostles “laid their hands”
on the Samaritan converts is no evidence that
this was the only way for the Samaritans to
receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17). On the Day
of Pentecost, there was no mention of laying on
of hands, yet the Holy Spirit was imparted to all
of the disciples who were present and believing.
Additionally, when Peter preached to Cornelius’
household, there is no mention of laying on of
hands to receive the Spirit (Acts 10:44).

There is also little scriptural evidence
that the twelve apostles were the only men
empowered to impart the Holy Spirit through
the laying on of hands. When Paul, formerly
Saul of Tarsus, was converted, it was Ananias
who laid hands on him so that Paul might
be healed and receive the Holy Spirit (Acts
9:17-18). Ananias was neither an apostle nor
a deacon. Instead, the laying on of hands and
the receipt of the Holy Spirit by the Samaritans
at the hands of the apostles marked a critical
breakdown of religious and racial barriers.
Philip had already baptized the believing
Samaritans; thus, they were already saved. The
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apostles now witnessed the inclusiveness of the
church. They saw that God was giving these
Samaritans the exact same gift of the Holy
Spirit that He had given to the apostles and
disciples in Jerusalem. There was no barrier
between the believing Jews and the believing
Samaritans. There was one faith, one baptism,
and one Spirit (see Ephesians 4:4-6).

4. Simon Attempts to Buy the Power of the
Holy Spirit (vv. 18-24)

Superstitious Simon wanted to be able to
impress people again with his magical powers,
but he did not understand that the gift of the
Holy Spirit is freely given to all who believe.
Earlier, we read that Simon believed and was
baptized. At this point, we wonder whether his
profession of faith was genuine. When Simon
saw Peter and John laying hands on people to
receive the Holy Spirit, he wanted this same
power for himself, and he was ready to pay for it.

Peter saw through Simon right away.
This was definitely not a genuine desire for
spiritual power. In his heart was a desire to
have center stage, and this is the opposite
of what God desires to see in us. God wants
us to give Him preeminence. Many people
today are confused about paying for spiritual
blessings. God is not like the waiter who gives
you better service if you tip better. Even our
good works will not open the door of heaven
for us. In Ephesians 2:8-9 (KJV), we read: “For
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of
works, lest any man should boast” Every gift
we receive from God is just that—a gift! Even
our spiritual gifts are free from our heavenly
Father (Ephesians 4:7-13).

We would like to see a happy ending to this
story recorded in Acts 8, but it’s not there.
Instead of Simon praying to God in deep
repentance, he asked Peter to pray for him that
the punishment for his sins would not fall on




October 23, 2022 « Bible Study Guide 8

him. In other words, Simon was not sorry for
his sins; he just wanted to get off the hook from
the punishment.

Search the Scriptures

1. What was Simon doing to amaze the
people of Samaria (Acts 8:9)?

2. How did the Samaritans respond to Philip
(v.12)?

3. What terrible thing did Simon try to do
(vv. 18-19)?

Discuss the Meaning

1. Peter gave Simon a warning. Why do you
think what Simon did was so terrible?

2. Name some other times when the Holy
Spirit was given through the laying on of hands.
What are some similarities in these cases? What
are some differences?

Liberating Lesson

Simon reminds us of some preachers who
seem to be in the ministry primarily for fame
and fortune. What are some signs of authenticity
or insincerity you can see in some preachers?

Application for Activation

It may be easier to see false motivations in
others than ourselves. Finish today’s lesson by
creating as a list of true and sincere motives for
following Christ. Now examine your heart to
see how you measure up, and then ask God to
help form your attitudes and motives to be true
and sincere.
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Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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Say It Correctly Daily Bible Readings
Simony. SI-muh-nee. MONDAY
Sorcery. SOR-suh-ree. Who Can Understand God’s Power?
(Job 26)
TUESDAY

Using the Name of the Lord
(Acts 19:11-20)

WEDNESDAY
Christ, the Power of God
(1 Corinthians 1:18-25)

THURSDAY
Faith Resting on God’s Power
(1 Corinthians 1:26-2:5)

FRIDAY
The Works of the Flesh
(Galatians 5:16-21)

SATURDAY
The Fruit of the Spirit
(Galatians 5:22-26)

SUNDAY
What Money Cannot Buy
(Acts 8:9-24)

Notes
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OCTOBER 30 e BIBLESTUDY GUIDE 9

Philip and the
Ethiopian Eunuch

Bible Background - ACTS 8:26-39
Printed Text « ACTS 8:26-39 | Devotional Reading < ISAIAH 56:1-8

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: EXPLAIN the connection between Philips sharing of
the Gospel and its universal availability; REFLECT on our openness to people who differ
from us; and DEVELOP strategies to make our churches more open and inclusive.

- - In Focus — A

Michelle loved meeting with her Bible study small group but lately she felt unsettled.
The group had met faithfully for about five years and studied the Bible along with other
Christian books that helped them apply God’s word to their daily lives. She was so grateful
for the group and how it helped her grow in her faith, but now she felt God calling her to
other things.

“I want to take all that I've learned and share it with others around the world, you
know — missions,” she said to her small group leader one day after the group meeting.

The following Sunday at church, her small group leader introduced her to the leader of
the Missions Ministry, and she began to go out with the group to share the Word of God
and serve those in need.

In our lesson this week, we will explore how Philip used the Scriptures to explain salvation
to the Ethiopian eunuch.

Keep in Mind

“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water:
and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?”
(Acts 8:36, KJV)
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Focal Verses

K]’V Acts 8:26 And the angel of the
Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise,

and go toward the south unto the way that goeth

down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert.

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a
man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority
under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who
had the charge of all her treasure, and had come
to Jerusalem for to worship,

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot
read Esaias the prophet.

29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near,
and join thyself to this chariot.

30 And Philip ran thither to him, and
heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said,
Understandest thou what thou readest?

31 And he said, How can I, except some man
should guide me? And he desired Philip that he
would come up and sit with him.

32 The place of the scripture which he read
was this, He was led as a sheep to the slaughter;
and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so
opened he not his mouth:

The People, Places, and Times
Eunuchs. Throughout the Bible, there are
references to royal attendants appointed by
kings as official caretakers of queens, harems,
and women (Esther 2:3, 12-15). Those
eunuchs, who served with distinction, were
able to rise in rank within the royal households.
The Assyrians and the pharaohs of Egypt were
known to have minor officials in their court
who often served as trustees of the royal assets.
While the term is often literal, referring to men
who have been physically castrated, this was
not always the case. The term “eunuchs” was
also used to denote officials who were assigned
to duties in the courts of kings. Because the
Ethiopian man referenced in today’s lesson was
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33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken
away: and who shall declare his generation? For
his life is taken from the earth.

34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and
said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet
this? of himself, or of some other man?

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and
began at the same scripture, and preached
unto him Jesus.

36 And as they went on their way, they came
unto a certain water: and the eunuch said,
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be
baptized?

37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and
said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

38 And he commanded the chariot to stand
still: and they went down both into the water,
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,
that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went
on his way rejoicing.

a proselyte, or Gentile who has converted to
Judaism, to the Jewish religion, we may deduce
that he was not castrated because the Mosaic
Law would not have allowed him to become
a part of the congregation of God’s people
(Deuteronomy 23:1).

Background

In the Book of Acts, the story of Philip’s
evangelistic effort serves as a transition between
the ministries of Peter and Paul. The account
of Paul describes how God adds to the church
through his bold and relentless preaching.
Philip is in the middle of the record of thesc
two great statesmen; Philip’s efforts add to the
church soul by soul.
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We see Philip first serving as an elected
deacon in the Jerusalem church (Acts 6:5). His
effective witnessing efforts are described in
Acts 8:4-25, which shows how they fulfill Jesus’
Great Commission to spread the Gospel from
Jerusalem into Judea and Samaria, and to the
uttermost parts of the earth.

At-A-Glance

1. Philip Obeys the Spirit (Acts 8:26-29)
2. Philip Witnesses in the Spirit
(vv. 29-35)

3. The Ethiopian Confesses Christ
(vv. 36-39)

In Depth

1. Philip Obeys the Spirit (Acts 8:26-29)

Acts 8 focuses on two great missionary
efforts by Philip. In the first, Philip, under the
direction of the Holy Spirit, has preached Christ,
which led to the conversion of the Samaritans.
The receipt of the Holy Spirit by the Samaritans
verifies his success with spreading the Good
News from Jerusalem and Judea to Samaria.

The Spirit then directs Philip on another
mission. We are told that an angel of the Lord
directs Philip to go down from Jerusalem to
Gaza (Acts 8:26, NLT). In Acts, the writer
(Luke) presupposes that Jerusalem is ground
zero for church activities, implying that Philip
has returned to Jerusalem from Samaria. Philip
was now directed southwest into the desert.
Initially, Philip was not told what to do in Gaza.
However, this lack of information did not stop
him. He was obedient to the word from God
and immediately obeyed. We should note that
while Peter and Paul are noted for their great
preaching ability, Philip was outstanding in
the area of obedience. Whenever the Spirit
directed him, Philip heeded. Because he was

so sensitive to the direction of the Holy Spirit, it
is clear that prayer and the study of God’s Word
must have been integral parts of Philip’s life.
How much more effective would Christians be
today if we were more sensitive and obedient
to the Holy Spirit?

On the road, Philip encountered a fellow
traveler. Scripture tells us four important
things about this man. First, we are told that
he was a man from Ethiopia. Native Ethiopians
were Black people. The man was from a distant
country located along the upper Nile. At this
time in history, Ethiopia was located in the area
we now know as Sudan. We then learn that he
is a eunuch in the court of Candace, queen
of Ethiopia, and “had the charge of all her
treasure” Finally, we're told that he had come
to Jerusalem to worship.

Biblical scholars provide varied
interpretations of what it means that the
Ethiopian man was a eunuch. One group takes
the position that the term “eunuch” designates
that he was a government official. They also
say he was a circumcised Jewish proselyte.
This group uses as proof the fact that he was
in Jerusalem to worship. Temple worship
dictated both his Jewish conversion and his
circumcision. Others believed that because the
man was in the service of a queen, the Ethiopian
had been castrated. If this second theory were
correct, Mosaic Law would have prohibited him
from joining “the congregation of the LORD”
(Deuteronomy 23:1).

2. Philip Witnesses in the Spirit (vv. 29-35)

The Gaza road was well traveled; certainly,
other chariots had passed Philip. The Spirit
directs Philip to “Go near, and join thyself
to this chariot” (v. 29). This was no chance
meeting. Philip was being purposefully led
by the Holy Spirit to be with this man at this
time. In this way, Philip was like Jesus. He did
not mind leaving the crowds behind to deal
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with one lost soul. Notice Philip’s zeal: He ran
to the Ethiopian’s chariot. Philip recognized
the seriousness of his missionary work. Do
we move quickly to assist in the salvation of
the lost?

Because the Ethiopian eunuch was reading
from the Book of Isaiah, we can safely assume
that this man took the religion of Judaism
seriously. Ethiopia was one of the areas
among which the Jews were scattered after
the Babylonian conquest (Isaiah 11:11). The
eunuch may have had contact with Jews in
Ethiopia or in nearby Egypt, where a great
many Jews settled. Similarly, the fact that he
could read Greek could be explained by the fact
that from the time of Ptolemy II (306-246 B.C.),
the Ethiopian kingdom had become partially
Hellenized, or made to reflect Greek culture.

The custom of the time was to read
Scripture aloud. Upon hearing the Ethiopian
man reading, Philip asked if he understood
what he was reading. In Acts 8:31 he said, in
effect, “How can I unless someone shows me
the way?” The eunuch was confused by what
he was reading and needed someone to explain
the Scripture to him. The man’s sincerity and
willingness to learn were demonstrated by his
invitation to Philip to come into the chariot
and sit with him. Like many people today, the
Ethiopian eunuch earnestly sought the truth,
but he lacked saving faith in Jesus Christ and
needed someone to show him the way. We
must recognize that God could have allowed
an angel to explain the Scripture to him but
instead commissioned Philip. Similarly, Jesus
has commissioned, ordered, and instructed
each and every Christian to share the Gospel
with others.

The Ethiopian had been reading from Isaiah 53,
a passage describing the humiliation and suffering
of the servant of God. He wanted to know, “Tell
me, was the prophet talking about himself or
someone else?” (v. 34, NLT). The Holy Spirit
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had been preparing Philip for this very moment.
Philip “opened his mouth, and . . . preached unto
him Jesus” (v. 35, KJV). Philip explained that the
prophet Isaiah was describing Jesus, the Christ.
The eunuch had no doubt heard a great deal about
this Jesus while in Jerusalem.

3. The Ethiopian Confesses Christ (vv.
36-39)

During his preaching, Philip had probably
talked about baptism. As soon as they came
to a body of water, the eunuch asked if there
was any hindrance to his being baptized right
on the spot. Notice that Philip did not drill the
Ethiopian on his knowledge and understanding
of the Scripture. Philip simply asked him if he
believed that Jesus was the Son of God. In other
words, did he have faith? Obviously, at least to
Philip, there were no impediments to this man’s
baptism. Upon the Ethiopian’s simple confession
of faith, “I believe,” Philip recognized the man
was prepared to be placed under the lordship of
Jesus and incorporated into the church (some
early manuscripts do not have v. 37). Philip and
the man entered the water, and the Ethiopian
was baptized. At this moment, another prophecy
of Isaiah was being fulfilled. This prophecy spoke
of strangers, eunuchs, and other outcasts who
would be given an “everlasting name” and called
God’s people: “The Lord GOD, which gathereth
the outcasts of Israel saith; Yet will I gather others
to him, beside those that are gathered unto him”
(Isaiah 56:8).

Search the Scriptures

1. Why was Philip on the road to Gaza (Acts
8:26)?

2. From where was the Ethiopian official
returning when Philip encountered him (v. 27)?

3. Why did Philip approach the Ethiopian
(v.29)?

4. When they reached the water, what did the
Ethiopian ask Philip (v. 36)?
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Discuss the Meaning

1. Read Acts 1:8. What is the role of the Holy
Spirit in Philip’s evangelistic efforts?

2. Why do you think Philip was able to be so
sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s directives?

3. It’s clear that the Ethiopian’s faith was
sincere. Yet, in reading Scripture and seeking
truth, he was lost. Why?

Liberating Lesson

When Philip then was finalizing his successful
missionary work in Samaria, the Spirit ordered
him to go to Gaza. Instead of dragging his feet,
Philip heeded the direction of the Holy Spirit and
performed a life-saving evangelistic appeal to the
Ethiopian official. Today’s Christians would do
well to follow Philips example and get up and
go! If we are to be witnesses for the Kingdom,
we will have to maintain sensitivity to the Spirit
rather than follow our own course of action. We
will be more effective witnesses when we allow
God to order our steps in every area of our lives.

Application for Activation

Commit to daily personal devotion, prayer,
and Bible study. Select a quiet time and place to
do an uninterrupted reading of and meditation
on the Word of God. You may find that early in
the morning or in the evening just before you go
to bed is best. Start with five minutes of reading
the first week and add three to five minutes each
week. You can start with the Daily Bible Readings.
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Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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Say It Correctly Daily Bible Readings
Shewed. SHOWED. MONDAY
Stiff-necked. Stiff-nekt. Blemishes That Exclude
Uncircumcised. uhn-SUR-kuhm-sized. (Leviticus 21:16-24)
TUESDAY

Lifting Up the Downtrodden
(Psalm 147:1-6)

WEDNESDAY
Gathering the Outcasts
(Isaiah 56:1-8)

THURSDAY
Changing Shame into Praise
(Zephaniah 3:14-20)

FRIDAY
A Ruler Who Seeks Justice
(Isaiah 16:1-5)

SATURDAY
A Champion for the Needy
(Job 29:2-16)

SUNDAY
The Good News about Jesus
(Acts 8:26-39)

Notes
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Paul before King Agrippa

Bible Background « ACTS 25:23-26:32
Printed Text « ACTS 26:19-32 | Devotional Reading « ACTS 23:1-11

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW why Paul stood up for what he believed; FEEL
confident in sharing our faith; and examine ways to DEFEND our faith, even in the face
of rejection.

——— In Focus —— B A

Angie was an elementary school teacher at the local school. The parents of her students
loved Angie, and her principal always complimented her on how well she controlled her
classroom. Many of the teachers looked up to her and often asked her advice. Angie liked
her coworkers but wasn't close to any of them. During lunch breaks, she often sat in the
corner of the room rather than at the table with the other teachers. Angie, a Christian and
a regular church attendee, was increasingly uncomfortable with the discussions that took
place in the teachers’ break room.

Off-color jokes were frequently told by some of her coworkers and lately, “the church”
had been the favorite butt of the jokes. Christian beliefs and practices resulted in side-
splitting laughter. Angie felt that she should say something, but she was afraid that the
people, who thought so highly of her, might become resentful. How would the people who
thought she was an amazing teacher react after finding out she was one of the people they
made jokes about?

Taking a stand for what you believe is never easy. Christians are not exempt. In today’s
lesson, we will see that God understands that His people are the objects of persecution and
that He can fortify us to take a stand in Jesus’ name.

Keep in Mind

“But he said, I am not mad, most noble Festus;
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness”
(Acts 26:25, KJV)
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Focal Verses

KIV Acts 26:19 Whereupon, O king
Agrippa, I was not disobedient unto

the heavenly vision:

20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus,
and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts
of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God, and do works
meet for repentance.

21 For these causes the Jews caught me in
the temple, and went about to kill me.

22 Having therefore obtained help of God,
I continue unto this day, witnessing both to
small and great, saying none other things than
those which the prophets and Moses did say
should come:

23 That Christ should suffer, and that he
should be the first that should rise from the
dead, and should shew light unto the people,
and to the Gentiles.

24 And as he thus spake for himself, Festus
said with a loud voice, Paul, thou art beside
thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.

The People, Places, and Times

King Agrippa II. He was the son of King
Agrippa I, the ruler who was responsible for
beheading the apostle James and who had Peter
arrested. He was the grandson of the ruler whod
had John the Baptist beheaded. He was also the
great-grandson of Herod the Great, who, in his
attempt to kill the baby Jesus, had killed all the
male Jewish children two years old and younger
in Bethlehem.

Agrippa II's power was limited to authority
over Jewish affairs, Scriptures, and conflicts.
Rome appointed him as the curator of the
Temple, meaning he had authority over the
Temple treasury and to appoint high priests.
Agrippa II did not have any children, and when

25 But he said,  am not mad, most noble Festus;
but speak forth the words of truth and soberness.

26 For the king knoweth of these things, before
whom also I speak freely: for I am persuaded that
none of these things are hidden from him; for
this thing was not done in a corner.

27 King Agrippa, believest thou the prophets?
I know that thou believest.

28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou
persuadest me to be a Christian.

29 And Paul said, I would to God, that not
only thou, but also all that hear me this day,
were both almost, and altogether such as I am,
except these bonds.

30 And when he had thus spoken, the king
rose up, and the governor, and Bernice, and
they that sat with them:

31 And when they were gone aside, they
talked between themselves, saying, This man
doeth nothing worthy of death or of bonds.

32 Then said Agrippa unto Festus, This man
might have been set at liberty, if he had not
appealed unto Caesar.

he met the apostle Paul, he was living in an
incestuous relationship with his younger sister
Bernice. Agrippass capitol was Caesarea Philippi,
which he renamed Neronias in honor of Caesar
Nero. Agrippa II called himself “Great King,
pious Friend of Caesar and Friend of Rome.” The
last of the Herods, he died in A.D. 100 at age 73.

Background

When Jesus called Saul of Tarsus to be an
apostle, he sent Ananias to Paul, to pray for him
and to welcome him into the Christian family.
The Lord prophesied, “[Saul] is a chosen vessel
unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles,
and kings, and the children of Israel” (from Acts
9:15). Following his conversion from persecutor
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to Christian, the apostle Paul was a faithful and
fervent disciple. He traveled broadly, spreading
the Good News and winning souls to Christ. His
zeal was not without trouble. Paul frequently
found himself in personal danger. Opposition
to Paul often came from the Jews, who believed
he was a heretic. In Acts 24, an imprisoned Paul
stands before the Jewish governor, Felix, facing
false accusations that he incited Christians to
riot against Jews, was the ringleader of a sect of
zealots intent on overthrowing the Romans, and
insulted the Temple, its priests and custodians.
Although Paul successfully defended himself
against these charges, the Jewish authorities
pressured Felix to leave him in prison where he
remained for two years.

Felix is succeeded by another governor,
Porcius Festus. The Jewish authorities quickly
met with Festus and urged him to transport Paul
to Jerusalem. Unknown to the governor, they
secretly planned to have Paul assassinated during
the transport. This plan was thwarted, and under
God’s direction, Paul wisely appeals to Festus
to be tried in Rome as a Roman citizen. Festus
had no choice, and Paul was brought to Rome to
appear before Caesar, thus fulfilling the Scripture.

At-A-Glance

1. Paul Declares His Apostleship
(Acts 26:19-23)
2. Paul Declares the Truth (vv. 27-29)
3. Paul Declared Innocent (vv. 30-32)

In Depth

1. Paul Declares His Apostleship (Acts
26:19-23)

Paul begins by stating his credentials as a
faithful Jew, who before his conversion had lived
as a Pharisee. In spite of the fact that Agrippa
was living in an incestuous relationship—he
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is married to his full sister, Queen Bernice—
Paul is aware that King Agrippa is Jewish and
is considered an expert on Jewish laws and
customs. Paul makes it clear that he, like all
Jews, is aware that the Jews were a “special”
population, and he asserts that he is living in
full expectation of God’s promises to the Jewish
people. Paul does not sugarcoat the truth. He
tells the whole truth, including the fact that he
had formerly hated and ardently persecuted
Christians. Paul explains to King Agrippa that
it is only after his conversion, when he begins
to be a witness to the Gentiles for Christ, that he
becomes a target of the Jewish authorities. The
political charges against Paul were bogus. He
had never offended the sanctity of the Temple.
His charges stemmed solely from his attempts
to preach the Gospel, based on the Word of
God. Paul freely and boldly admits preaching
that Jesus had suffered; that Jesus had died and
had been the first to rise from the dead, and that
Jesus would one day proclaim light to the Jews
and the Gentiles. Paul’s assertion of Jesus’ death,
resurrection, and preaching to a world without
particular respect to Jew or Gentile is why Jews
had “tried to kill (him)” (v. 21, NLT).

2. Paul Declares the Truth (vv. 27-29)

This declaration proves to be too much to the
governor, Festus, who shouts that Paul’s Gospel
will make people believe he is crazy. Modern-
day Christians would do well to remember that
when properly presented, some people will
think the same thing of them. Paul taught the
Corinthians, “the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing” (from 1 Corinthians 1:18,
NIV). We must not allow such allegations to
stop us from preaching to a dying world that
there is a Savior in Jesus, the Christ. Our Gospel
is characterized by truth and based on historical
events: the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.
Paul tells Festus that the things he has preached
were based on truths and were probably known
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Say It Correctly

Agrippa. uh-GRIP-uh.
Bernice. bur-NEES.
Damascus. duh-MAS-kuhs.
Festus. FES-tus.
Jerusalem. jeh-ROO-suh-luhm.
Judea. joo-DEE-uh.

Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY
Appeasing Those Zealous for the Law
(Acts 21:17-26)

TUESDAY
A Stirred-Up Mob
(Acts 21:27-36)

WEDNESDAY
Taken into Custody
(Acts 22:17-24)

THURSDAY
You Must Bear Witness in Rome
(Acts 22:30-23:11)

FRIDAY
Paul’s Background as a Pharisee
(Acts 26:1-8)

SATURDAY
Paul’s Encounter with Christ
(Acts 26:9-18)

SUNDAY
Paul’s Testimony before Roman
Authorities
(Acts 26:19-32)

Notes
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Paul Sails for Rome

Bible Background « ACTS 27
Printed Text « ACTS 27:1-2, 33-44 | Devotional Reading - ROMANS 1:13-17

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW how Paul’s faith in God enabled him to remain
calm in the midst of a storm; APPRECIATE how our relationship with God helps us cope
in a crisis; and WITNESS to others about relying on God'’s strength when facing crises.

—t - InFocus —————————————————

Lamar and Joyce stood on their porch, eagerly awaiting the ambulance that would
bring their son, Drew, home from the military rehabilitation center. He had been there
four months as he recovered from an injury suffered during military maneuvers overseas.
Once strong and athletic, Drew was now paralyzed from the waist down, but they were
grateful their son was alive.

Initially, Lamar and Joyce resented the situation, but Drew’s response to his disability
had changed that. Over time, they came to appreciate how Drew’s faith in Jesus Christ
enabled him to respond to this life storm with cheerfulness instead of bitterness, and they
were learning to do the same. Lately, they were attending church, hoping to experience
some of the peace Drew had. The many friends, neighbors, and strangers who had
donated time and resources to renovate the home in time for Drew’s homecoming awed
them. They knew adjusting to home life might be difficult for them, but they were ready
to accept the challenge.

How we weather life’s storms reflects whether we truly have confidence in God’s faithfulness.
Todays lesson shows how Paul’s calm response to a storm helped bring others to safety.

Keep in Mind

“And the rest, some on boards, and some on broken pieces of the ship.
And so it came to pass, that they escaped all safe to land”
(Acts 27:44, KJV)

60




November 13, 2022 «

Bible Study Guide 11

Focal Verses

KI Acts 27:1 And when it was

determined that we should sail into
Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other
prisoners unto one named Julius, a centurion
of Augustus’ band.

2 And entering into a ship of Adramyttium,
we launched, meaning to sail by the coasts
of Asia; one Aristarchus, a Macedonian of
Thessalonica, being with us.

27:33 And while the day was coming on, Paul
besought them all to take meat, saying, This day
is the fourteenth day that ye have tarried and
continued fasting, having taken nothing.

34 Wherefore I pray you to take some meat:
for this is for your health: for there shall not an
hair fall from the head of any of you.

35 And when he had thus spoken, he took
bread, and gave thanks to God in presence of
them all: and when he had broken it, he began
to eat.

36 Then were they all of good cheer, and they
also took some meat.

37 And we were in all in the ship two
hundred threescore and sixteen souls.

The People, Places, and Times

Book of Acts. The second of two books
written by Luke, Acts highlights “the acts of
the apostles.” It shares accounts of how the early
church fulfilled its mission to “be witnesses [of
Jesus Christ] . .. in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea,
and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1:8, KJV). As such, it offers
a historical view of the growth of the church
and the unity—or sometimes disunity—
of its members. Furthermore, Luke shares
the encouraging message that the Gospel is
available to all people, regardless of race, class,
or ethnicity.

Ships. In biblical times, ships were
functional, not recreational, and used by
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38 And when they had eaten enough, they
lightened the ship, and cast out the wheat into
the sea.

39 And when it was day, they knew not the
land: but they discovered a certain creek with
a shore, into the which they were minded, if it
were possible, to thrust in the ship.

40 And when they had taken up the anchors,
they committed themselves unto the sea, and
loosed the rudder bands, and hoised up the
mainsail to the wind, and made toward shore.

41 And falling into a place where two seas met,
they ran the ship aground; and the forepart stuck
fast, and remained unmoveable, but the hinder
part was broken with the violence of the waves.

42 And the soldiers’ counsel was to kill the
prisoners, lest any of them should swim out,
and escape.

43 But the centurion, willing to save Paul,
kept them from their purpose; and commanded
that they which could swim should cast
themselves first into the sea, and get to land:

44 And the rest, some on boards, and some
on broken pieces of the ship. And so it came to
pass, that they escaped all safe to land.

merchants and traders in normal business
dealings from spring through fall. Winter made
sailing more hazardous. Soldiers, meanwhile,
used ships to protect the seas from pirates and
during war.

Background

Arrested after preaching the Gospel in
Jerusalem, Paul exercised his right as a Roman
citizen and requested a trial before Caesar.
Within days of traveling there, the stormy
weather made the trip dangerous. Paul warned
Julius, the centurion guarding the prisoners,
that, “I can see that our voyage is going to be
disastrous and bring great loss to ship and
cargo, and to our own lives also” (from Acts
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27:10, NIV). Julius ignored the warning, and
the ship continued until it encountered a
hurricane-like storm.

When they had given up hope and feared
dying, Paul first encouraged them by sharing a
vision he had in which an angel told him that no
one on board would die. However, Paul warned
that despite the encouraging news, they would
be shipwrecked. Throughout the entire ordeal,
Paul’s confidence in God’s faithfulness enabled
him to act calmly. He believed the word of the
Lord, delivered by the angel, and trusted God to
fulfill His promise.

At-A-Glance

1. Calm before the Storm (Acts 27:1-2)
2. Calm in the Storm vv. 33-38)
3. Shipwrecked, But Saved (vv. 39-44)

In Depth

1. Calm before the Storm (Acts 27:1-2)

On the surface, Paul’s request for a trial before
Caesar seemed easy to accomplish: Board a ship,
travel to Rome, and speak with Caesar. But an
unexpected hurricane-strength storm made the
journey arduous and life-threatening. Before
the storm hit, Paul—and everyone else on
board—was seemingly unaware of its approach.
The ship’s crew comprised experienced seamen
familiar with navigating seas in different
weather conditions. Yet, their experience was
no match for the storm.

Paul’s experience with the possible cyclone
or hurricane-force wind mirrors how Christians
often unknowingly encounter storms. One day
all may be well, and on the next a catastrophic
storm rages. That storm could be a spouse’s plea
for a divorce, a life-threatening car accident, a
medical diagnosis that seems impossible to
beat, or an assault by a stranger that causes
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great physical or emotional harm. Whatever
the case, like Paul, we are not aware of what is
approaching, but God knows.

2. Calm in the Storm (vv. 33-38)

How did Paul remain calm? He relied on
a previously developed, surefire method of
weathering life’s storms that he had learned
which allowed him to be calm. We can use
calm as an acronym advising us to: Call on God
during crises, anticipate God stepping in to save
us, listen to God’s instruction, and make known
God’s promises.

Call on God during crises. Faith is an
anchor, not a crutch. It tethers us to our
Lord and Savior, who teaches us how to act
calmly during storms. In faith, Paul called on
God during the crisis, and God answered by
sending a heavenly messenger. As the days
lengthened, the storm became stronger while
the passengers’ hope of survival diminished.
They needed God’s help. Calling on God
during a storm is paramount for the Christian
who wants to weather that storm calmly.

Anticipate God stepping in to rescue us.
Initially, Paul had sensed prophetically that
there would be loss of life and loss of ship. Later,
however, God in His mercy sent an angel to
strengthen Paul and to deliver a divine message.
Thus, despite the raging seas, Paul anticipated
God’s salvation. He expected to live, not die.
Paul’s trials had taught him to surrender his
will, emotions, and plans to God. We must do
the same in order to weather life’s storms with
calm as we anticipate God’s salvation.

Listen to God’s instruction. In Acts 27:24,
Paul was instructed to “fear not” (KJV). It is the
same instruction Abram, Israel, Joshua, and
many others received in the past. It is the same
instruction that God whispers to His children
today. He intends for Christians to go through
storms without fear. Prayer, Bible study,
fellowship with other believers, and a dogged
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determination to trust God are all necessary at
such times to help defeat fear.

Make known God’s promises. After Paul
received instructions from the angel, he shared
the vision and the inherent promise with the
other passengers. He encouraged them, “[K]eep
up your courage, men, for I have faith in God
that it will happen just as he told me” (from v.
25, NIV). Sometimes in the storms of life we
are involved not for our own good but for the
good of others. Through us, others can see the
mercy, grace, and love of God. That Paul and all
others on board the ship could go more than
two weeks without eating, for example, is a
testament that God alone kept them alive. That
they broke their self-imposed fast by eating
bread is also miraculous as most people seek
liquid to ease their bodies back into eating
after a prolonged fast. Furthermore, that they
could still be strong to maneuver the ship, that
none died from disease or starvation prove that
there was another “force” battling the external
situations. Finally, although they may not have
realized God’s presence or protection, they were
comforted by His promise as shared by Paul.

3. Shipwrecked, But Saved (vv. 39-44)

Panicking neither diminishes nor stops a
storm. Rather, panic hinders our ability to hear
from God and to share God’s promises with
others. When Christians respond by staying
calm, their faith shines through storms. Our
friends, family members, and coworkers
observe the confidence we have in God and
can gain strength from us as we cope calmly
with crises. Thus, it’s possible to turn storms
into opportunities to share Christ and to
bring others to salvation. We learn from Paul’s
experience that in many storms of life, we are
unprepared to handle the storm without God’s
help. Our educational background, gifts, talents,
finances, or other resources cannot provide the
safe harbor we seek.
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Satan is a thief that “comes only to steal
and kill and destroy” (from John 10:10, NIV).
When storms arise, he uses them to fulfill that
purpose. But God is greater than our enemy.
This is an important lesson to learn because
when everything else fails, when all of our
systems, vehicles, plotting, and schemes fail, we
can be assured that “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews
13:8, NIV). He never fails, and we can trust Him
despite the thoughts that the enemy may place
in our minds.

Finally, the crewmen’s sneaky decision to
cast out to sea with lifeboats—and later, their
plot to kill the prisoners (Acts 27:30, 42)—
shows how times of panic can lead us to behave
irrationally. Ultimately, the ability to weather
the storm was due in large part to Paul’s calm
response to it. He trusted in God’s faithfulness.
When we respond in a similar fashion, we, too,
help others draw closer to God.

Search the Scriptures

1. Why did the centurion ignore Paul’s advice
in Lasea (Acts 27:8, 11-12)?

2. How did all of the passengers get to safety
(v. 44)?

Discuss the Meaning

Paul’s past experience with life’s storms
enabled him to calmly weather a natural storm.
What have you learned in the past that enabled
you to weather a recent storm? How did your
positive response affect others?

Liberating Lesson

Places such as Japan, Haiti, and some
southern U.S. states have been hit hard recently
by tumultuous weather conditions. When
storms strike, how can Christians serve as
beacons of calm and hope?
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Application for Activation Zodhiates, Spiros, ed. Hebrew-Greek Key Word Study Bible (KJV),
: ; Revised. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 1994,
Paul was able to provide an encouraging word
to the others in the storm. Ask God to show
you how to encourage others through e-mails,
letters, or cards that provide hope and peace.

Say It Correctly

o Adramyttium. ad’ruh-MIT-ee-uhm.
Follow the Spirit Augustus. aw-GUHS-tuhs.
What God wants me to do: Aristarchus. air’is-TAHR-kuhs.
Centurion. sen-TOOR-ee-uhn.
Julius. JOOL-yubhs.
Macedonian. mas-eh-DOH-nee-uhn.
Thessalonica. thes-uh-LON-nay-kuh.

Daily Bible Readings

Remember Your Thoughts MONDAY
Special insights I have learned: Called to Be an Apostle
(Romans 1:1-7)

TUESDAY
Encouraged by Each Other’s Faith
(Romans 1:8-12)

WEDNESDAY
Eager to Proclaim the Gospel
(Romans 1:13-17)

THURSDAY
Sources: Paul’ R Begi
Adeyemo, Tokunboh, ed. Africa Bible Commentary. 2nd edition. aul's Jour ney to Rome €gins
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010. (ACtS 2‘7:3_12)
Barclay, William H. The Acts of the Apostles. 2nd ed. Philadelphia, PA:
Westminster Press, 1955.
Beers, V. Gilbert. The Victor Handbook of Bible Knowledge. Wheaton, FRIDAY
IL: Victor Books, 1981. i
Danker, Frederick William, ed. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New A Fierce Storm Dashes HOP €
Testament and other Early Christian Literature, Based on Walter ( Acts 27;13_20)
Bauer’s Greek-German edition. 3rd ed. Translated and edited by
W. E. Arndt and Walter Bauer. Chicago, IL: University of Chicago
Press, 2000. SATURDAY
Haenchen, Ernst. The Acts of the Apostles: A Commentary.
Philadelphia, PA: Wcstminstéfr Press, 1971 (translated from tl'fJe Keep Up Your Courage
14th German edition, 1965). ( Acts 27:21-32)
New Testament Greek Lexicon. Bible Study Tools.com. http://www.
biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek (accessed September 22, 2011).
Quest Study Bible (NIV), Revised. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, SUNDAY
1994-2003.
Stott, John. The Spirit, the Church, and the World: The Message of Acts. Brought Safely to Land
Downers Grove, [1: InterVarsity Press, 1990. (Acts 27:1—2, 33—-44)

Zerwick, Max, and Joyce Grosvenor. A Grammatical Analysis of the
Greek New Testament. Rome: Biblical Institute Press, 1974.
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Paul Ministers in Malta

Bible Background - ACTS 28:1-10
Printed Text - ACTS 28:1-10 | Devotional Reading « EZEKIEL 34:11-16

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: KNOW how Paul helped people on the island of Malta;
APPRECIATE the ways others minister to us; and MINISTER to those in need.

. I In Focus — —— T

Brenda knew she was driving too fast for the poor road conditions, but she just wanted
to get home after a long day. She hit a particularly rough patch and suddenly, Brenda’s car
spun out of control on the slick highway. She nearly missed careening into a ditch before
her car skidded to a halt. Thankfully, she was not hurt, but the car would not start. She
used her cell phone to call for help, but was still waiting. Then, 10 minutes later a dark car
pulled up and a man jumped out, offering his help. She was afraid to talk with him until
he showed her his badge: He was an undercover detective on his way home from work.
Sighing with relief, Brenda allowed him to check out the car. Although he couldn’t help,
he stayed with her until her emergency roadside assistance service arrived.

We sometimes forgo help from others who do not look like us or because of the situation
in which we find ourselves. Helping one another becomes easier as we realize God will
often send unlikely strangers to help us in our times of need. Paul was such a helper to the
sick islanders.

Keep in Mind

“And it came to pass, that the father of Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux:
to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid his hands on him, and healed him.”
(Acts 28:8, KJV)
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Focal Verses

K]V Acts 28:1 And when they were
escaped, then they knew that the

island was called Melita.

2 And the barbarous people shewed us no
little kindness: for they kindled a fire, and
received us every one, because of the present
rain, and because of the cold.

3 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of
sticks, and laid them on the fire, there came a
viper out of the heat, and fastened on his hand.

4 And when the barbarians saw the
venomous beast hang on his hand, they said
among themselves, No doubt this man is a
murderer, whom, though he hath escaped the
sea, yet vengeance suffereth not to live.

5 And he shook off the beast into the fire,
and felt no harm.

6 Howbeit they looked when he should have
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly: but

The People, Places, and Times

Barbarous people. The people of Malta
were not barbarians as they are defined today.
Rather, in biblical times, Greeks used the term
for anyone who didn’t speak Greek and was seen
as an uncultured individual.

Malta. Also called Melita, it was an island
located near both Sicily (60 miles away) and
Syracuse (90 miles) and was in a strategic
location for trade. It is clear that the island
had an established government system and
that its chief, Publius, was wealthy. He was
able to lodge the 276 ship passengers at his
estate (Acts 28:7).

Background

After surviving a brutal northeast storm,
Paul and the other passengers either swam
to the island of Malta or floated there on
boards or pieces of the destroyed ship (Acts

after they had looked a great while, and saw no
harm come to him, they changed their minds,
and said that he was a god.

7 In the same quarters were possessions of
the chief man of the island, whose name was
Publius; who received us, and lodged us three
days courteously.

8 And it came to pass, that the father of
Publius lay sick of a fever and of a bloody flux:
to whom Paul entered in, and prayed, and laid
his hands on him, and healed him.

9 So when this was done, others also, which
had diseases in the island, came, and were
healed:

10 Who also honoured us with many
honours; and when we departed, they laded us
with such things as were necessary.

27:44). The inhabitants warmly welcomed
the strangers out of the rain and cold. Rather
than resting with the others, Paul gathered
firewood. As he did, a snake rose from the fire
and bit him. When the islanders witnessed the
biting, they believed it was divine payback for
some perceived crime and waited for Paul to
die. Paul, however, simply shook the snake off.
The fact that he was not harmed changed the
islanders’ opinion: They now thought he was
a god.

At-A-Glance

1. Receiving Help from Strangers
(Acts 28:1-2)
2. Divine Protection (vv. 3-6)
3. Ministering to Others (vv. 7-10)
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In Depth

1. Receiving Help from Strangers (Acts
28:1-2)

While it is true that it is “more blessed to
give than to receive” (from Acts 20:35, KJV),
it is equally true that believers must learn to
receive help during difficult situations. Family,
friends, coworkers, and neighbors are among
those who assist in time of need. And as Paul
discovered on the island of Malta, strangers also
may provide timely assistance.

Paul and the other passengers found this
to be true as they landed on Malta, wet from
the sea during winter. They had no clothing to
change into, no firewood or matches by which
to warm themselves, and no food to eat. The
islanders, quickly assessing the situation, came
to their aid. They built a fire, offering exactly
what the stranded strangers needed most.
They later provided lodging and months later
gave the ship’s passengers needed resources to
continue to Rome.

During stormy seasons of life, we learn there
is no such thing as a “small blessing” Anything
and everything that helps make a difficult
situation easier to bear is big to the recipient.
The residents of Malta built a fire. The ship’s
passengers were wise enough not to devalue
the islanders’ help or to reject it because of the
givers’ nationality. God recruits believers and
nonbelievers to help Christians in distress.
Learning to receive help from nonbelievers is
especially difficult for some Christians.

It is not always how much we give or even
what we give but that we are willing to be used by
God to aid someone in distress. Our availability
goes a long way in showing recipients God’s
providence and care. Using the parable of the
good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), Jesus taught
that a neighbor is anyone in need of help, and
the “good” neighbor is the person who provides
help in the time of trouble. The parable teaches
that we should be grateful givers and receivers.
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As others rush to assist you, joyfully receive their
gifts of time, talent, or treasure. If you struggle
with asking or receiving help from others, ask
God to make you a gracious recipient.

2. Divine Protection (vv. 3-6)

Soon after surviving the tumultuous storm
at sea, Paul found himself shipwrecked on
an island. Rather than sit back and allow the
islanders to serve him, Paul also got involved
in collecting firewood for the needed fire. As
he began serving others, a viper came out of
the fire and bit him. The islanders took this as
a sign that Paul was a murderer who was about
to reap a requisite punishment. What was Paul’s
response? He shook off the snake and continued
his activities without any ill effects. That one
action, more than any words, served to remove
any doubt from the islanders’ minds that Paul
was a criminal.

The fact that he was able to shake off the
snake is reminiscent of Jesus’ teaching after His
resurrection. Jesus appeared to the 11 original
disciples and gave them what is commonly
called the “Great Commission.” During His
discourse, He discussed the signs that would
follow believers. Among these, He said, “[ T]hey
will pick up snakes with their hands; and ...
they will place their hands on sick people, and
they will get well” (from Mark 16:18, NIV). Paul
exhibited both of these miraculous signs while
on Malta. He did not do so to benefit himself
but to help others. The people recognized
something different about Paul because of these
signs, which was evidence of his faith in Christ.

3. Ministering to Others (vv. 7-10)

Paul was able to minister to others in spite of
finding himself in a trying predicament. Rather
than fall prey to depression and selfishness
because of his circumstances, Paul continued
to use his gifts and talents in executing the
ministry God had given him, with signs
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following. When it became known that the
chief’s father was sick, Paul did what he knew to
do. He laid hands on the man and healed him.
That ability to rise above the circumstances
and continue to flow in God’s anointing was
critical to the islanders’ perception that there
was something extraordinary about Paul. His
example teaches that we, too, can rise above
our situations to help others in need. Further,
it proves that in spite of any difficulties we
encounter, God’s gifts and callings can still work
through us if we allow them to.

Search the Scriptures

1. Why did the islanders believe Paul was a
murderer (Acts 28:3-6)?

2. What critical help did Paul provide to
Publius’s father and others (vv. 8-9)?

Discuss the Meaning

News reports are filled with stories about
the dangers of helping or receiving help
from strangers. What strategies have you
discovered to overcome fear of danger while
helping others?

Liberating Lesson

Distrust between races makes it hard for some
people to receive help from people who aren’t
“their kind.” How can God’s love help believers
break down barriers to communication and
care for others?

Application for Activation

Paul did not allow his life storm to stop him
from ministering to others. Is there an area of
ministry or outreach that you have given up
because of pressures from a difficult situation?
If so, prayerfully ask God to help you resume
using your gift to help others. Then, make an
appointment with the appropriate ministry
leaders to see what steps you must take to
resume service.

68

Bible Study Guide 12

Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:

Sources:

Barclay, William H. The Acts of the Apostles. 2nd ed. Philadelphia, PA:
Westminster Press, 1955.

“Bible Words—Phonetic Pronunciation”” Better Days Are Coming.com.
http://www.betterdaysarecoming.com/bible/pronunciation.html
(accessed September 23, 2011).

Danker, Frederick William, ed. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, Based on Walter
Bauers Greek-German Edition. 3rd ed. Translated and edited
for English readers by W. E Arndt and Walter Bauer. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2000.

Haenchen, Ernst. The Acts of the Apostles: A Commentary.
Philadelphia, PA: Westminster Press, 1971 (translated from the
14th German edition, 1965).
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Say It Correctly

Melita. muh-LEE-tuh.
Publius. POOB-lee-uhs.

Daily Bible Readings

MONDAY
The Failure to Minister
(Ezekiel 34:1-6)

TUESDAY
God’s Ministry to the Flock
(Ezekiel 34:11-16)

WEDNESDAY
God’s Judgment of the Privileged
(Ezekiel 34:17-22)

THURSDAY
Extend Hospitality to Strangers
(Romans 12:9-13)

FRIDAY
Ready for Every Good Work
(2 Timothy 2:20-26)

SATURDAY
Do Good to All
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-22)

SUNDAY
Ministering to the Sick
(Acts 28:1-10)

Notes
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Paul Evangelizes in Rome

Bible Background « ACTS 28:16-31
Printed Text - ACTS 28:23-31 | Devotional Reading - DEUTERONOMY 4:32-40

Aim for Change

By the end of the lesson, we will: SUMMARIZE the points of Paul’s Gospel message; BE
CONFIDENT in our ability to use Scripture to bring others to knowledge of Christ; and
IDENTIFY ways we can tell resistant listeners about Christ.

— - — In Focus ——— : — B

During the past year, Monique started recognizing that her grandma Jean was becoming
more and more forgetful. Jean started to forget where she placed items in the house. She
would start teaching and get so confused the students could not understand what she was
saying. She would get in her car to run an errand, but not remember where she was going.
She also frequently put food on the stove and forgot about it. The house almost caught fire
numerous times.

At Monique’s urging, Jean went to the doctor, who examined her and ran some tests. A
few weeks later, the results of the tests came back. Jean was in the early stages of dementia.
He told her the condition would progressively get worse over time. Jean felt devastated by
the news. How long could she continue teaching? She had served as the church’s Sunday
School Superintendent for more than 25 years. She was a faithful and committed worker.
She wondered whether to stop now or wait until things got worse.

Sometimes challenging circumstances can make it difficult to carry out our commitments.
At such times, we may need to persevere in faith in spite of the difficulties we experience. In
todays lesson, Paul is imprisoned but keeps his commitment to share the Gospel, which leads
to souls coming to Christ.

Keep in Mind

“Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation
of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it”
(Acts 28:28, KJV)
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Focal Verses
K] Acts 28:23 And when they had
appointed him a day, there came
many to him into his lodging; to whom he
expounded and testified the kingdom of God,
persuading them concerning Jesus, both out of
the law of Moses, and out of the prophets, from
morning till evening.

24 And some believed the things which were
spoken, and some believed not.

25 And when they agreed not among
themselves, they departed, after that Paul had
spoken one word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by
Esaias the prophet unto our fathers,

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and say,
Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive:

27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross,
and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes

The People, Places, and Times

Rome. Rome was the capital city of the
Roman Empire. Its population exceeded one
million people. The city was wealthy, literate,
and artistic. The Romans worshiped many
pagan gods and even some of the emperors.

Jews who had come to believe apparently
started the Roman church during Pentecost
(Acts 2:41-47). They spread the Gospel on their
return to Rome and the church grew. While in
Corinth, Paul wrote a letter to the Romans to
encourage the believers. After taking money
to Jerusalem for the poor Christians there, he
desired to visit the Roman believers on his way
to Spain (Romans 15:23-28), but his visit did
not happen as he had planned. Years later, Paul
was taken to Rome as a prisoner.

Background
Finally, after a 2,000-mile journey that
started in Caesarea, Paul arrived in Rome.
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have they closed; lest they should see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand
with their heart, and should be converted, and
I should heal them.

28 Be it known therefore unto you, that the
salvation of God is sent unto the Gentiles, and
that they will hear it.

29 And when he had said these words, the
Jews departed, and had great reasoning among
themselves.

30 And Paul dwelt two whole years in his
own hired house, and received all that came in
unto him,

31 Preaching the kingdom of God, and
teaching those things which concern the Lord
Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man
forbidding him.

He was permitted to live in his own quarters
under house arrest or with a light chain. This
fairly good treatment resulted from a favorable
report from a Roman official, Porcius Festus,
and the goodwill of the centurion (Acts 24:23).
This proves God can grant us favor even with
our enemies.

Paul called together Rome’s Jewish leaders.
The Jews were back; the decree of Claudius
expelling them from the city had expired (18:2).
Paul addressed the leaders as “my brothers”
to acknowledge the common Jewish blood
he shared with them (from 28:17, NIV). Paul
wanted the leaders to feel connected to him. In
doing so, they may have enough compassion
toward him to try to understand the ordeal that
created his unjust imprisonment. He explained
to them that he was bound because of the hope
of Israel, which is the Messiah. He grabbed their
attention because they wanted to know more
about Jesus. There was a great dispute about
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Jesus’ claim to be the Messiah. They agreed to
listen to Paul’s presentation of the Gospel.

The Jewish leaders’ agreement to hear the
Gospel was in fulfillment of Paul’s calling to
share the Good News with the world, starting
in Jerusalem (9:13, 28). God planned that
through the seed of Abraham, He would send
the Messiah into the world. Now that the
Messiah had arrived in the person of Jesus
Christ, the entire world needed to know about
Him. That is why Paul traveled on missionary
journeys during his lifetime. He wanted
everyone to have the opportunity to receive
Jesus Christ. In spite of the way he arrived in
Rome, Paul knew God had a purpose for his
imprisonment. “And we know that all things
work together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his
purpose” (Romans 8:28, KJV). Therefore, what
was intended for evil, God worked it into good
in Paul’s life and ministry.

At-A-Glance

1. Paul Shares the Gospel with the Jews
(Acts 28:23-25a)
2. The Jews Turn Away (vv. 25b-27)
3. Paul Preaches to the Gentiles
(vv. 28-31)

In Depth

1. Paul Shares the Gospel with the Jews
(Acts 28:23-25a)

On the agreed-upon day, the Jewish leaders
came back to the place where Paul resided
with an even larger group than expected. Paul
testified and taught them about the kingdom
of God all day into the evening. He tried to
persuade them that Jesus was the Messiah
prophesied about in the Old Testament (Acts
28:23). Romans, written some years earlier,
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reveals Paul’s ongoing dialogue with the Jews
in Rome.

Some of the Jews were persuaded while
others were not. Everyone has to make a choice
to either accept or reject the Gospel. The most
important fact is that we share the Gospel with
people no matter the circumstances in which we
find ourselves. God was faithful in preserving
Paul’s life so he could share the Gospel in Rome.
He was imprisoned but did not complain. He
used the opportunity to keep his commitment
to spreading the Word.

2. The Jews Turn Away (vv. 25b-27)

Verses 26 and 27 are quoted from Isaiah 6:9,
10. They are also quoted by Jesus in Matthew
13:14, 15; Mark 4:12; Luke 8:10; and John 12:40.
We can picture in these verses people covering
their eyes and ears so they can’t perceive or
hear because they are so adamantly against
the message and will do what they think will
stop the message from getting through. It was
predicted that the majority of the Jews would
not accept their Messiah, but they are also
responsible because they are refusing to look
and listen. But don’t forget the significant
number of Jews who believe, including Paul
and the apostles.

3. Paul Preaches to the Gentiles (vv. 28-31)

Because the Jews rejected the message of
salvation, Paul turned his attention to the
Gentiles. He knew the Gentiles would listen,
so he spent two years teaching, preaching,
counseling, and receiving visitors (Luke,
Timothy, Tychicus, Epaphroditus, and Mark)
while confined. During his imprisonment,
Paul wrote many of his epistles: Philemon,
Colossians, Ephesians, and Philippians. Paul
did not let his imprisonment hinder him from
proclaiming the Gospel. He did not worry about
the outcome of his upcoming trial. Instead,
he committed his life into the hands of God.
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For Paul, “To live is Christ, and to die is gain”
(from Philippians 1:21). His faithfulness was
rewarded through souls coming to Christ.

Search the Scriptures

1. How did Paul preach the Gospel to the
Jews (Acts 28:23)?

2. What prophet foretold the Jews not
listening to God’s message (v. 25)?

3. How did Paul spend his time while in
prison (vv. 30-31)?

Discuss the Meaning

1. How was God’s favor shown toward Paul
in Rome?

2. How did Paul keep his commitment to
God while imprisoned?

3. How was his faithfulness rewarded?

Liberating Lesson

Commitment to ministry is sometimes
hard. We have so many distractions and
hindrances that can cause us to lapse in our
responsibilities. Jesus also had a lot of adversity
to deal with as He walked the Earth. However,
He never allowed anything or anyone to stop
Him from reaching the place He was destined
to go, the Cross. If Jesus can remain faithful
in spite of all He had to endure, surely we
can, too. We must not allow family drama,
workplace stress, or personal issues to hinder
us from keeping our commitment to minister
to others. The world may not understand how
we can remain faithful, but we know God can
and will sustain us.

Application for Activation

This week, pray God will give you the
strength to keep your commitments. Always
remember, God is present and in control over
your circumstances. Testify to others of the
faithfulness of God and how He helped you
keep your commitments.
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Follow the Spirit
What God wants me to do:

Remember Your Thoughts
Special insights I have learned:
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Say It Correctly Daily Bible Readings

Esaias. eh-sah-EE-as. MONDAY
Expounded. ik-SPOUND-ed. Will They Listen to Me?

(Exodus 6:6-13)

TUESDAY
I Told You So!
(Deuteronomy 1:41-45)

WEDNESDAY
Charged to Teach
(Deuteronomy 4:5-14)

THURSDAY
The Voice of Discipline
(Deuteronomy 4:32-40)

FRIDAY
The Word Is Very Near
(Deuteronomy 30:6-14)

SATURDAY
We Would Like to Hear
(Acts 28:16-22)

SUNDAY
Teaching Boldly and without Hindrance
(Acts 28:23-31)

Notes
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